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27 June 2006 
Hi! Everyone 
 
I’ve been given the honour of being caretaker Editor for the Club newsletter.   
 
I would like to have a newsletter ready for you about once a month.  I’ll be looking for articles, 
reports, tech tips, newsy snippets, future ride/social dates, basically anything you think would 
be interesting to other members.  As the Club membership is Australia wide and we only have 
an annual meeting, I hope to have a featured member of the month, so we can all get to know 
one another a little bit better.  Start preparing now in case you get selected or, better still, 
volunteer and send in a shortish bio of yourself together with a photo of you and your bike/s!   
 
Newsletter articles can be sent to me at shippingoffice@bigpond.com or 74 Macquarie Street, 
Merewether, NSW 2291. 
 
REgards,   Margaret 
 
As you would be aware, our AGM is coming up on 16-19 February 2007 at Taree.  PLEASE, 
IF YOU HAVE NOT ALREADY REGISTERED, DO SO NOW.  We’d like to see as many of 
you as we can at the AGM.  The current registrants are:  
 
 
 
Bruce Kirkwood   
Jeff & Cheryl Cole    
Bob Turner 050606     
Guy Reynolds     
Steve Hill      
Ian & Margaret Coan    
Garry Eyles 040506     
Terence & Margaret Tricker   
Craig Jolly & Mrs J250406    
Graham Nelson     
Ted Bowles      
Mick & Helen Newton   
Peter & Mike Crawley    
David Hill & Anne Burgess   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Anthony Wright     
Chris Johnson 120406    
Bruce & Cynthia Walker 120406   
 
TOTAL  25 PEOPLE, 17  BOOKINGS
   

http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/Royal-Enfield-Club-Australia/
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2007 AGM REPORT BY BILL RICE 
 
We are all very excited with the prospect of having the AGM in our City. Plans for the 2007 AGM 
are now being confirmed as we have the required number of bookings to have the entire function at 
the Golden Chain Cundle Motor Lodge. The facilities at the Cundle Lodge are ideal and can be 
viewed on page 47 of the Golden Chain guide. Attractions include swimming pool, licensed 
restaurant with conference room and secured parking for our bikes. 
 
On arrival members will be asked to park their bikes in the secured area for  viewing. There will be 
static displays of RE products set up within the compound. Demonstrations of how to care for your 
Enfield will be organised.   
 
Following a welcome and checking in on Friday we will be taken by bus to a nearby local bowling 
club for a BBQ and refreshments. The highlight of the weekend will be the Saturday ride. Plans for 
the day ride on Saturday are that we leave the motel at 9.30am and ride through the picturesque 
Manning Valley to a lunch venue stopping for 1 and a half hours to eat and enjoy each others 
company. We will continue with our circuit of the Valley arriving back at the Cundle Lodge at 4.30. 
A short swim then its ready for dinner and our meeting in the conference room.  
 
On Sunday at 9am we will meet up with the Taree Vintage Bike Club. You will see some beautiful 
restored machines and can discuss their merits with their riders. At 9.30 we are invited to 
accompany the Club on the ride for the day if we desire. So all members attending the AGM should 
prepare themselves for a fun filled but busy weekend. 
 

 

BRIEF NEWSBRIEF NEWSBRIEF NEWSBRIEF NEWS FROM ANTHONY FROM ANTHONY FROM ANTHONY FROM ANTHONY    
 
R.E.C.O.A. INC now has full insurance for organized club events. 
 
Members also enjoy a 10% discount on genuine RE parts from Royal Enfield Australia, and receive 
a Club Patch upon receipt of their 06/07 membership fee, and a SSAE. 
 
We have 71members in the Club and growing steadily, including one on a work visa in Iraq (Craig 
Jolly), and one expat in Jakarta (Mick Power).   The Royal Enfield Club of Australia (RECOA) is 
open to all Royal Enfield owners and enthusiasts. It is not necessary to own an Enfield to join the 
club and enjoy the fellowship of its members. 
 
The annual subscription is $25.  Of this, $20 is the membership levy and $5 goes to a benevolent 
fund for sending gifts to those injured, sick or bereaved.  The club is non profit making. Any 
surplus funds go towards an Indian charity for the impoverished. 
 
I wish to thank Margaret Coan (wife of member Ian) of Merewether for volunteering to take on the 
newsletter task. Members please send in newsletter information for Margaret to compile. 
 
You will note that the AGM deposits have risen to 25 people, 17 bookings.  This is a fantastic start, 
and so please keep the deposits coming in.  Any members who do not have bikes on the road, or 
who no longer ride, are still invited, and will be made welcome. 

 
Wal Littlejohns has a 50th wedding anniversary coming up shortly – congratulations 
Wal & Mrs Littlejohns. 
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Members are asked to consider whether they would like to be nominated for Office Bearers 
positions at the 2007 AGM. 
 
Safe riding and best REgards, 
Anthony. 

- - ooOoo - - 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT 240606  
 
For the purposes of simplicity, we shall start with a zero balance on APR 3rd, 2006. There 
was some money in the account before that date, which was postal members money and 
Nil’s money for a shirt. So from the start of the Benevolent Fund and RECOA INC Project, 
we start with zero on APR 3rd 2006. The bank statements are available on request (send a 
SSAE), and will also be available at the AGM. 
 
Income $2,140.21 
     
Liabilities $300   C Tizzard  
  $  20 A Wright 
  $320 TOTAL 
 
Expenditure  $41.79 Whiskey G. Nelson (Benelovent Fund) 260406 
  $180 Patches – 1st batch  050506 
  $52.50 Consumer Affairs – Incorporation Fee 310506 
  $180 Patches – 2nd batch 090606 
  $ 177.54 Insurance Cover till 1 OCT 06  210606 
  $29.45 Union Jack & “Old Bike” gifts 4 REJKT 240606 
  $661.28  TOTAL 
  
Benevolent Fund 71 members x $5 = $355 less $41.79 Whiskey = $313.21 
 
2007 AGM Deposits: 25 people, 17 bookings, $400 . 
 
Money in the bank at 240606 = $1,528.93 
$1,528 - $400 AGM money, - $313.21 Benevolent Fund = $815.72 Club Funds available 
for the Club. Once the big insurance bill (for twelve months) is paid in OCT 2006, if there is 
money left, I shall pay the liabilities off. 
This figure is accurate within $40.  Mr Geoff Green (accountant) will audit the Club’s 
finances before the 2007 AGM, so that everything adds up properly.  
 
Everything that goes in and out is on the bank statements, and the account is used only for 
RECOA INC. 
 
I cannot do a figure for 300606 as I will be away on holidays. 
 
Anthony Wright, Public Officer
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CALENDAR TO END OF SEPTEMBER: 
 

JUN 27TH  MEETING OF VIC BRANCH 8PM RACECOURSE HOTEL CAULFIELD 
 
JUL 2nd  British 2 stroke club meets at Baxter Tavern, cnr Baxter & Tooradin Rds. 
MELWAY 107 B4. 9am for 9.30 departure. 
 
JUL 4th 8PM  MEETING OF WA BRANCH 8PM  CARLISLE HOTEL CARLISLE 
 
JUL 5th 8PM BSA Club meets at the Oakleigh Bowls Club, Drummond St, Oakleigh.  
MELWAY 69, F6.  Guests welcome. 
 
JUL 20th 10am Carlisle Hotel WA Branch meets for monthly run. 
 
JUL 25TH  MEETING OF VIC BRANCH 8PM RACECOURSE HOTEL CAULFIELD 
 
AUG 1ST  8PM  MEETING OF WA BRANCH 8PM  CARLISLE HOTEL CARLISLE 
 
AUG 2nd 8PM BSA Club meets at the Oakleigh Bowls Club, Drummond St, Oakleigh.  
MELWAY 69, F6.  Guests welcome. 
 
AUG 6th British 2 stroke club meets at Baxter Tavern, cnr Baxter & Tooradin Rds. 
MELWAY 107 B4. 9am for 9.30 departure. 
 
AUG 19th Long Tan Day 10am onwards.  Commemorative Service 15.40. Live music from 
16.30. Camping available. “Pearlbrook” near Murrundindi, NSW. Take Timor Rd to Scotts 
Creek Rd.   Contact: Blackie on 02 4982 5367 or 02 6546 6107 after AUG 18. 
 
AUG 20th 10am Carlisle Hotel WA Branch meets for monthly run. 
 
AUG 29TH MEETING OF VIC BRANCH 8PM RACECOURSE HOTEL CAULFIELD 
 
SEP 3rd British 2 stroke club meets at Baxter Tavern, cnr Baxter & Tooradin Rds. 
MELWAY 107 B4. 9am for 9.30 departure. 
 
SEP 5TH 8PM  MEETING OF WA BRANCH   CARLISLE HOTEL CARLISLE 
SEP 6th 8PM BSA Club meets at the Oakleigh Bowls Club, Drummond St, Oakleigh.  
MELWAY 69, F6.  Guests welcome. 
 
SEP 17th 10am Carlisle Hotel WA Branch meets for monthly run. 
 
SEP 26TH MEETING OF VIC BRANCH 8PM RACECOURSE HOTEL CAULFIELD 
 
 

- - ooOoo - - 
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GARRY EYLES’ TRIP TO ALEXANDRA 
 
I wheeled the Enfield out of the shed early on that Saturday morning in mid March, pulled 
her onto the centre stand and kicked her into life. She settled down into the usual 
metronomic idle and I let her warm up while waiting for Byron to turn up. I knew he would 
arrive at 8.00am and wouldn’t want to stand around waiting while the Bullet engine 
warmed up! Exactly on the hour he pulled into the driveway on his Yamaha 850 ‘V’ twin 
and I was amazed at the small amount of luggage on his bike. He obviously wasn’t 
carrying the spare tubes, tyre pump, assorted spare parts and selection of lubricants that 
filled up most of the space in my gear sack.  After a quick check to make sure nothing had 
been forgotten we headed off to meet the other two members of the group at the village of 
‘The Rock’, some 30km out of Wagga 
 
The ride had been planned in early January, the excuse being a visit to the annual bike 
show at Alexandra in Victoria. Myself and the other three workmates involved are all 
lapsed bikers. This was going to be a good opportunity to turn back the clock. I had 
rekindled my interest in 2005 with the acquisition of the Bullet Deluxe and the other blokes 
had more or less done the same with a variety of bikes – Swampy has a 750 Kawasaki 
twin from the late seventies, Roger a 2001 Triumph Bonneville and as mentioned before, 
Byron an 850 ‘V’ twin Yamaha.  
        

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
The first of many 
rest breaks on day 
one. Bonneville in 
the foreground, 
Kawasaki 750 twin 
next followed by 
the Bullet with the 
Yamaha at the rear 
 

 
 

 
 
We planned to make Alexandra on day one, the Saturday, travel up to Tintaldra on the 
NSW/Victorian border on the Sunday and arrive back in Wagga about mid-day on the 
Monday. Roughly about 350kM on day one, 500km on day two and 200km on day three. 
 
We left The Rock about 9.00am and headed towards the township of Howlong near Albury 
and then on to the Beechworth Bakery for lunch. Being the slowest bike, it was deemed 
that the Enfield would take the lead and set the pace. I hummed along at a steady pace 
with the speedo needle wildly oscillating around 100kph and the three others spaced out 
behind. A quick stop at Howlong revealed that my indicated 100kph was much closer to 85 
– 90!!! Roger on his Bonneville took the lead from Howlong to Beechworth and I placed 
myself at the rear so as not to slow the others up. This was the position I jockeyed for over 
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the remainder of the weekend. It allowed me to enjoy the Enfield without feeling 
pressured into travelling at a pace that did not feel comfortable for the bike.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“How the hell did we 
Miss the turnoff?”  
(I’m the good looking 
One on the left) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We duly arrived at Beechworth and after an enjoyable lunch at the Beechworth Bakery 
headed down towards Benalla using the old highway that runs more or less parallel to the 
freeway. We had planned to stick where possible to the secondary roads and it was with 
some surprise that we found ourselves on 45km of freeway between Euroa & Seymour 
after we missed the exit to a section of the old road. The Enfield had just turned over 
5000km and was feeling loose and lively so I decided to open her up a little. I took her up 
to an indicated 120kph and rolled the throttle back until she held that pace. It turned out 
that we were actually travelling at a genuine 105 -110kph - and doing it easily. 
 
The ride from Seymour thru Yea to Alexandra was as enjoyable at it gets. Good quality 
Victorian roads and an Enfield that seemed to be running better all the time. While booking 
into the Alexandra Motel (don’t do this sort of thing very often so doing it first class!) the 
owner suggested we try out a section of nearby road known as ‘The Black Spur’. This 
turned out to be one of the highlights of the weekend. For those who don’t know - the 
Black Spur is a 30km or so stretch of narrow, winding road down through the Great 
Dividing Range. It apparently has a great attraction for bikers, and the day we made the 
ride it was wall to wall racing leathers and fully faired pseudo racing bikes going hell for 
leather in both directions! As usual I put myself at the back of the pack and followed the 
others down the spur. I was pleasantly surprised by the cornering ability of the Bullet 
compared to my compatriots. Apart from Byron on the Yamaha, who left us all for dead, 
the Bullet stood up well against the Kawasaki and the Bonneville – there were times where 
I could have passed had the road allowed. Travelling back up the spur also provided 
another pleasant surprise. The Bullet handled the steep inclines with ease, keeping the 
other bikes in sight most of the time. Fifth and fourth gear were all that was mainly needed, 
forward progress simply being controlled by rolling on and off the throttle, with the 
occasional drop to third on the hairpins. I guess that this is what the Enfield is all about. 
Lazy, relaxed power and a wide, strong band of torque. In contrast the two Japanese bikes 
were constantly changing gears, buzzing away like angry bees in front. Saturday night was 
spent touring the local pubs. Alexandra is a lovely town with a lot of heritage value and 
warm, friendly people.  
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Byron’s 850 Yamaha.  
The fastest of the bunch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Sunday morning started with a knock on the motel door to announce the arrival of a full, 
cooked breakfast (said I wasn’t roughing it!) and then a visit to the Motorcycle show held in 
the grounds of a nearby local school. There were some interesting exhibits, including a 
collection of motorcycles inside the main hall that included, amongst the vintage and 
veteran machines, a shiny new Bullet Deluxe. If you look carefully at the photo of the red 
and white Suzuki on display you will see the Enfield behind it. All the photos were taken by 
Byron on his phone/camera (or vice-versa?) and unfortunately, being at the tender age of 
26 he thinks that the Japanese invented motorcycles. Nuff said! 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
See the Enfield Bullet Deluxe  
peeking out from behind the  
big red & white Suzuki? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
An hour or so at the motorcycle show saw us itching to be back on the road. So into the 
saddle and off through Merton to Bonnie Doon, where the left hand exhaust pipe came 
loose on the Bonneville. The loan of a small socket set from the local garage soon saw us 
once again on our way. A stop at Mansfield attracted a crowd of locals who marvelled at 
the fact that the Enfield was in fact the newest bike of the four. It was also here that the 
boys informed me that I was never more than 2 or 3 minutes behind them at any one stop. 
Seeing that most stops were between fifty and seventy kilometres apart it meant that in 
practical terms the Enfield did a fairly good job of “keep up with the traffic”. 
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The Kawasaki & Yamaha 
waiting at    Bonnie Doon 
while the  
Exhaust on the Bonneville 
gets fixed 
 
 
 
 

 
 
From Mansfield we rode through Swanpool, Greta, Milawa, Kiewa and, finally, up the 
Murray Valley Hwy. to Tintaldra, arriving there at about 5.30pm that afternoon. All the 
bikes performed impeccably. The Enfield felt perfectly at home on these winding, 
undulating roads. Fifth gear all the way, at an indicated constant speed of between 100 – 
110kph. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lunch at Mansfield. 
Locals thought the 
Enfield was the oldest 
bike 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A motel unit out the back of the historic Tintaldra hotel had been booked previously, so we 
sat back and enjoyed the hospitality of the licensee Alf and his lovely wife. A home cooked 
BBQ tea served off the billiard table in the bar and washed down with copious quantities of 
lunatic soup completed a magnificent day. 
 
Day three constituted a leisurely ride home from Tintaldra to Wagga. We departed 
Tintaldra at around 8.30am (after another decadent full breakfast) and headed down to 
Holbrook for morning tea before the final leg. The Enfield is running like a dream - crisp 
and easy. The day is cool and I let the bike set its own pace. For once the speedo seems 
reasonably stable around 120kph (good actual estimate 106 – 108kph). We pull up at 
Holbrook for morning tea but I am impatient to go on, enjoying the ride. Too soon it is over 
 
Bullet Statistics 
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• Total distance travelled was 1120km 
• Speedo accuracy - 12% fast (GPS comparison) 
• Oil used was 200ml at the end of day one, nil for the rest of the trip 
• No mechanical or other problems. 

 
Fun Factor 
 

• Priceless 
 
No argument. Of the four blokes involved I had the most fun! 
 
I’ve owned dozens of bikes since I got my licence in 1967 (I’m no spring chicken). I’ve 
owned bikes that top 200kph and bikes that have trouble reaching the speed limit. My first 
motorcycle was a 1967 Honda 50cc step through. Like the Enfield, I bought this bike brand 
new and like the Enfield it was used both as day-to-day transport and as a means enjoying 
myself.  Of all the bikes I have owned the Honda 50 and the Bullet stand out to me as the 
most memorable.  
 
Why? Dunno? 
 
I used to ride that little Honda everywhere. Just like the Bullet. Sunday afternoon – let’s go 
for a ride, let’s find a back road and see where it leads. When I had the fast bikes it was 
boring to just putt along. Perhaps the reason the Bullet is so much fun it because I can 
more or less use its full capabilities. All of the big Japanese bikes I have ridden have had 
capabilities way above my ability to exploit them.   
 
History 
 
My Bullet arrived with a cracked tank (replaced under warranty) and after 2000km 
developed a leaking front fork leg (seal is easy to replace so I did it myself). I have 
replaced the original exhaust system with the “short muffler long pipe” conversion, 
replaced the breather canister system with a ‘duck bill’ and added a K & N air filter plus a 
main jet of around 140 (just a guess – I kept drilling out the original jet until she ran 
properly). These modifications have affected an increase in power and tractability 
throughout the whole range but top speed has not been improved. An increase in 
compression to 8.5/1 and corresponding improvements to the flow characteristics of the 
head will probably be needed before genuine top speed improvements can be achieved.  
Don’t think that will ever happen! She will do a genuine 130kph, cruise at a genuine 95-
100kph and the standard 17 tooth sprocket suits the weight imposed by the cubicity of the 
rider and associated luggage. I love her just as she is! 
See you all in Taree.   
 


