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Hi!  Everyone, 
 
Thanks to all contributors for making this another great edition.  Please, don�t forget to send your 
ride reports.  
 
For those of you who may wish to advertise something �For  Sale or Wanted�, either e-mail your ad 
to me at shippingoffice@bigpond.com or post it to me at c/- 61 Bolton Street, Newcastle, NSW, 
2300.  You can also use either of these addresses if you would like to send in an article for 
publication. 
 
AND, has Anthony managed to get a scoop!   
 
John Whitmore  who is the nephew of the late and great Tony Wilson-Jones, who spent most of his 
working life  as an engineer at the Royal Enfield factory in Redditch, Worcestershire, has given us 
permission to reproduce "The Enfield Engineer" in its entirety in our newsletter! 
 

It will be published in the JULY 2008 newsletter in its entirety.  
 

Many thanks to Whitmore Publishing who still have a few copies which can be purchased. 
 
And, don�t forget the Bungendore Rally this coming Saturday, 29 March and Sunday, 30 March, 
2008 (near Canberra).   
 
Regards, Margaret Coan 
 
 
NEW MEMBERS 
 
NEW SA MEMBER  
Welcome to new postal member from SA, DONALD STORR. Donald was born in 1931 and has 
had an interesting motor-cycling life.  Currently his collection includes a 1948 J Model, and a really 
nice old BSA which is one of only three surviving ones of that model. 
  
He is also a member of the BSA MC of SA, as well as the Victor Harbour Old Cars Club.  Donald 
was at the rally which I attended at Birdwood, along with Dave Pickersgill and Paul Carberry from 
VIC,  as well as  a large South Australian contingent.  A few of the South Australians have said 
they will be booking for Talbingo. 
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NEW NSW MEMBER  
Welcome to NICK GERACITANO, motor mechanic, of Rydalmere, Sydney.  
"I am a 40 y/o self employed mechanic living in Sydney. I own a 1936-7 Royal. I am also a member 
of the WRX (NSW) Club." 
Nick is the proprietor of NRG Auto Pty Ltd of Rydalmere, and he owns a 1936-7 350 SV, which is 
fairly rare in our Club. 
He heard about the Club in Classic Bike Mag, and is also a member of Impreza WR (NSW). 
Nick mentions that as a mechanic with his own work-shop , he can do a lot of fab. and resto. work. 
 
NEW QLD MEMBERS - TWO IN FACT, TWO FROM TOOWONG. 
Welcome to MARY MOSES, of the Brisbane suburb or Toowong.  Mary is the proud owner of a 
2007 Bullet Electra, and describes herself as a new rider. She has received loads of info from Steve 
Hill.  
I am sure Mary will be attending some of the Brisbane rides soon if she has not done so already. 
 
Steve Hill scores a free 2007 RECOA Inc T-shirt for this - that is the second T-shirt that Steve has 
scored. The free offer of t-shirt is valid until March 24th. 
 
WELCOME also to ADRIAN DEMPSEY, enthusiast, of Toowong. 
Adrian heard about the Club from Mary Moses, so Mary is going to be receiving a free T-shirt in 
the mail as well. 
 
At this stage, both these new members are postal members. Mary has got an email address, but is 
not in "pending", so Steve, if she wants to be in the Yahoo part of the club, she might need a bit of 
help. 
 
NEW VIC MEMBERS  
Welcome to DARREN REKDALE from Oakleigh East. 
Darren owns a 1965 Triumph Bonneville (that’s trying to be older than me :). 
Darren heard about RECOA Inc from Ray at Rideaway Motorcycles.  He has a couple of trail bikes 
(XT 550’s that are for sale), he works at a scrap metal yard (JK Metals), and he’s also a good bob-
cat operator. 
 
Welcome to new VIC member from Euroa, STEVE MCKERNAN. 
Steve owns a 1954 Bullet 500, and he needs some spares for it.  He read about the Club in Just 
Bikes. 
At this stage he is a postal member but he has got an email address and will hopefully take up the 
invitation sent to him to be part of the Yahoo website; if not, he will receive the newsletter via snail 
mail. 
Steve also owns 2 x 1000cc Honda 6’s. I assume they are the early (’75 onwards) flat four Gold 
Wings as the first Honda inline six that came out in ’79 was a 1050. (Thanks to Derek for this inside 
info). 
It’s great that we have a new member in Euroa as we often travel through or near Euroa on our 
interstate visitations. 
 
Anyway, the Club will easily reach 150 members by June 30th, before the annual drop-off, but I 
think we may have 160 or 170 members by June 30th ’08. 
 
 
RIDES & RALLIES 
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Please advise any calendar dates in similar format to these by e-mail to Margaret Coan at 
shippingoffice@bigpond.com or Anthony Wright at recoainc@gmail.com or by post to PO Box 4075, 
McKinnon VIC 3204 
 
APRIL 2008 
1 WA Group meet at Narrogin Inn, Cnr Albany Highway & Armadale Rd in the annexe of 

the bar. at 7pm for dinner, meeting starts at 7.30pm (first TUES of each month) Pat Reble 
on 040 719 6323 

5 VIC Group: Monthly Ride (1st SAT) TBA � Anthony 0411 770 225 
10 VIC Mob: 2nd THU Lunch Inkerman Hotel, 375 Inkerman St, Balaclava, midday. 
12 Royal Sydney Enfields � Undecided � ideas welcome. Mike Floyd 02 9399 9989 
20 SEQld Mob -   Contact Mike Crawley  mjcrawl@bigpond.net.au  (07) 33557769 / 0410 

457769 
20 WA Group meet at car park in front of the Inn by the traffic lights at 10am for a run. These 

runs are paced for Enfields! Contact Pat Reble 040719 6323 
25-27 BSA Motor Cycle Owners 32nd All British Rally, Campbell�s Creek near Castlemaine,  Vic � 

see ad later in newsletter  
29 VIC MOB � monthly meeting at Racecourse Hotel Caulfield (last TU ES) 8PM. 
 
MAY 2008 
3 VIC Group: Monthly Ride (1st SAT) TBA � Anthony 0411 770 225 
3-4 MILDURA � Sunraysia Historical MC Mildura Meander. Jack 0408 528 091 
6 WA Group meet at Narrogin Inn, Cnr Albany Highway & Armadale Rd in the annexe of 

the bar. at 7pm for dinner, meeting starts at 7.30pm (first TUES of each month) Pat Reble 
on 040 719 6323 

8 VIC Mob: 2nd THU Lunch Inkerman Hotel, 375 Inkerman St, Balaclava, midday. 
11 Royal Sydney Enfields � Undecided � ideas welcome. Mike Floyd 02 9399 9989 
13-20 HIMPUNAN MOTOR TUA rally to Jambore MACI in Solo, Java, from Sanur, Bali, 

Indonesia. 
18        SEQld Mob -   Contact Mike Crawley  mjcrawl@bigpond.net.au   

(07) 33557769 / 0410 457769 
18 WA Group meet at car park in front of the Inn by the traffic lights at 10am for a run. These 

runs are paced for Enfields! Contact Pat Reble 040719 6323 
27 VIC MOB � monthly meeting at Racecourse Hotel Caulfield (last TU ES) 8PM. 
 
JUNE 2008 
3 WA Group meet at Narrogin Inn, Cnr Albany Highway & Armadale Rd in the annexe of 

the bar. at 7pm for dinner, meeting starts at 7.30pm (first TUES of each month) Pat Reble 
on 040 719 6323 

6-9 Coffs Harbour and District MC Restorers Club Inc.  Restore and Ride Rally. 
7          VIC Group: Monthly Ride (1st SAT) TBA � Anthony 0411 770 225 
12        VIC Mob: 2nd THU Lunch Inkerman Hotel, 375 Inkerman St, Balaclava, midday. 
15         SEQld Mob -   Contact Mike Crawley  mjcrawl@bigpond.net.au   

(07) 33557769 / 0410 457769 
15 WA Group meet at car park in front of the Inn by the traffic lights at 10am for a run. These 

runs are paced for Enfields! Contact Pat Reble 040719 6323 
24 VIC MOB � monthly meeting at Racecourse Hotel Caulfield (last TU ES) 8PM. 
 
JULY 2008  
1 WA Group meet at Narrogin Inn, Cnr Albany Highway & Armadale Rd in the annexe of 

the bar. at 7pm for dinner, meeting starts at 7.30pm (first TUES of each month) Pat Reble 
on 040 719 6323 

5          VIC Group: Monthly Ride (1st SAT) TBA � Anthony 0411 770 225 
10        VIC Mob: 2nd THU Lunch Inkerman Hotel, 375 Inkerman St, Balaclava, midday. 
20        SEQld Mob -   Contact Mike Crawley  mjcrawl@bigpond.net.au   
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(07) 33557769 / 0410 457769 
20 WA Group meet at car park in front of the Inn by the traffic lights at 10am for a run. These 

runs are paced for Enfields! Contact Pat Reble 040719 6323 
29 VIC MOB � monthly meeting at Racecourse Hotel Caulfield (last TU ES) 8PM. 
 
AUGUST 2008 
2 VIC Group: Monthly Ride (1st SAT) TBA � Anthony 0411 770 225 
5 WA Group meet at Narrogin Inn, Cnr Albany Highway & Armadale Rd in the annexe of 

the bar. at 7pm for dinner, meeting starts at 7.30pm (first TUES of each month) Pat Reble 
on 040 719 6323 

14        VIC Mob: 2nd THU Lunch Inkerman Hotel, 375 Inkerman St, Balaclava, midday. 
14-18 Himpunan Motor Tua Rally to Bima Sumba (Eastern Indonesia) 
17 SEQld Mob -   Contact Mike Crawley  mjcrawl@bigpond.net.au   

(07) 33557769 / 0410 457769 
17 WA Group meet at car park in front of the Inn by the traffic lights at 10am for a run. These 

runs are paced for Enfields! Contact Pat Reble 040719 6323 
26 VIC MOB � monthly meeting at Racecourse Hotel Caulfield (last TU ES) 8PM. 
 
SEPTEMBER 2008 
2 WA Group meet at Narrogin Inn, Cnr Albany Highway & Armadale Rd in the annexe of 

the bar. at 7pm for dinner, meeting starts at 7.30pm (first TUES of each month) Pat ‘Reble 
on 040 719 6323 

6          VIC Group: Monthly Ride (1st SAT) TBA � Anthony 0411 770 225 
11        VIC Mob: 2nd THU Lunch Inkerman Hotel, 375 Inkerman St, Balaclava, midday. 
20-21 SEQld Mob -   Contact Mike Crawley  mjcrawl@bigpond.net.au   

(07) 33557769 / 0410 457769 NSW - Qld Rally. 
21 WA Group meet at car park in front of the Inn by the traffic lights at 10am for a run. These 

runs are paced for Enfields! Contact Pat Reble 040719 6323 
30 VIC MOB � monthly meeting at Racecourse Hotel Caulfield (last TU ES) 8PM. 
 
OCTOBER 2008 
4 VIC Group: Monthly Ride (1st SAT) TBA � Anthony 0411 770 225 
7 WA Group meet at Narrogin Inn, Cnr Albany Highway & Armadale Rd in the annexe of 

the bar. at 7pm for dinner, meeting starts at 7.30pm (first TUES of each month) Pat Reble 
on 040 719 6323 

9 VIC Mob: 2nd THU Lunch Inkerman Hotel, 375 Inkerman St, Balaclava, midday. 
19 SEQld Mob -   Contact Mike Crawley  mjcrawl@bigpond.net.au   

(07) 33557769 / 0410 457769 
19 WA Group meet at car park in front of the Inn by the traffic lights at 10am for a run. These 

runs are paced for Enfields! Contact Pat Reble 0407 196 323 
28 VIC MOB � monthly meeting at Racecourse Hotel Caulfield (last TU ES) 8PM. 
30 OCT -3 NOV: 5th AGM of  RECOA Inc at TALBINGO, NSW 
 
NOVEMBER 2008 
4 WA Group meet at Narrogin Inn, Cnr Albany Highway & Armadale Rd in the annexe of 

the bar. at 7pm for dinner, meeting starts at 7.30pm (first TUES of each month) Pat Reble 
on 040 719 6323 

16 WA Group meet at car park in front of the Inn by the traffic lights at 10am for a run. These 
runs are paced for Enfields! Contact Pat Reble 040719 6323 

23 SEQld Mob -   Contact Mike Crawley  mjcrawl@bigpond.net.au   
(07) 33557769 / 0410 457769 

25 VIC MOB � monthly meeting at Racecourse Hotel Caulfield (last TU ES) 8PM. 
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DECEMBER 2008  
2 WA Group meet at Narrogin Inn, Cnr Albany Highway & Armadale Rd in the annexe of 

the bar. at 7pm for dinner, meeting starts at 7.30pm (first TUES of each month) Pat Reble 
on 040 719 6323 

6 VIC Group: Monthly Ride (1st SAT) TBA � Anthony 0411 770 225 
11 VIC Mob: 2nd THU Lunch Inkerman Hotel, 375 Inkerman St, Balaclava, midday. 
21 WA Group meet at car park in front of the Inn by the traffic lights at 10am for a run. These 

runs are paced for Enfields! Contact Pat Reble 
 
 
 
14-18 HIMPUNAN MOTOR TUA RALLY TO SOLO, JAVA, INDONESIA. 
 
So far , Bryce Gibbs, Anthony Wright and Mike Floyd have booked to go on the HMT Rally from 
Denpasar, Bali, to Solo, Java,  which will also include Yogyakarta and a few other places. 
 
Check the info in the FEB 2008 Newsletter. 
 
If you are interested in attending this adventure / rally / fantastic time,  there is still at least ONE 
bike available (an AJS 350). 
 
There will be about 50 to 70 members of HMT riding through Bali to Java, and at the final rally 
there will be about 2,000 bikers on classic machines. 
 
Instead of blowing $5,000 or more on an Indian trip on Enfields, the costs here are: 
 
Airfares:   $1,000 RTN 
 
HMT Fee: USD 700 
 
Beer, accommodation etc,   c$300. 
 
I can only recommend it to anyone who wants to do something completely different with a fantastic 
group of Indonesian Classic bike lovers. 
 
Anthony. 
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Contact John & Helen at 690 White Hill Road, Red Hill Vic, 3937 on Ph/Fax 03 5989 2512 
E-mail:  tours@asianexperience.com.au  
Web:   www.asianexperience.com.au 
We have 16 Royal Enfield Bullets in our fleet, garaged at our new workshop in Delhi where they 
are serviced, maintained and garaged between tours.   
Sorry to those who were planning a ride in 2008 but all tours are booked out �great for us but not 
so great if you were thinking of coming!!  However, we do get cancellations so send us an e-mail or 
phone and let us know which tour you�re interested in �  you never know. 
TOURS FOR 2009 � book early!!  (The 2008 tours were booked out by  mid-late 2007.)  Please 
note that prices are in Aussie Dollars.  
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RIDE  REPORTS 
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�����Daryl Davies�

unday 24 February RSE ride to the Thirlmere Museum turned out to be a nice sunny day for a 
change considering that Sydney has had been getting its fair share of rain lately.  Only 4 
members, Mike, Ian, Bruce and myself along with a visitor Lorenzo started a McDonalds at 

Eastern Creek for the ride down  
south past Picton to Thirlmere. 
The ride started at a nice steady 
pace along the M4 towards 
Penrith prior turning off onto 
Mulgoa road    and then taking 
the back roads down to 
Camden. It did not take long 
before Mike ( the vice Captain ) 
and Ian decided to show us, 
Bruce, and myself the �classic� 
riders, along with  Lorenzo on 
his Yamaha that  yes Electra�s 
can go quite fast and often do, 
especially  when it comes to 
their bikes. This was fine until 
Bruce�s bike decided that this 

was all too much and off loaded 
its muffler. Luckily, Lorenzo 
was on the spot and did not run 
over it as it came adrift and he 

had seen where it ended up on the side of the road, making the recovery easier for Bruce once it 
cooled down�. I had by this 
stage noticed that Bruce and 
Lorenzo were not following and 
Mike and Ian were out in front 
somewhere so I turned back and 
found Bruce on the side of the 
road. Thinking that his bullet had 
come to grief, it has not been 
that long since Bruce had 
overhauled the motor. It was 
soon apparent that this was not 
the case and after a quick run 
back up the road for Bruce I  
came across Lorenzo with the 
said departed piece.  
Bruce t fired up his now fire 
breathing Bullet and once 

reunited with Lorenzo the repairs started with vigour.  Mike and Ian with impeccable timing 
managed to turn up as the muffler was once again reunited with the bike and from there we all 
managed to arrive at the railway museum without any more problems. 

S 

Figure: 1 Bike and Muffler reunited once more with 
all watching as one does. 

Figure 0-1 Figure: 2  Museum in one piece / where's the pub? 
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he museum turned out to be very quite with only a hand full of visitors about mainly 
because the following weekend, Thirlmere and the Museum hold the annual steam 
weekend. This is where up to 5000 to 6000 people flood the place to visit the stalls which 
are setup in the town centre, watch the vehicle parades and generally boost the town�s 

economy. The Museum also runs rides for the lucky few who manage to purchase tickets for the 
day with one of their large  steam  engines doing the business up and down the main line, which  
happens to be only a stone�s throw from the Museum its self.  Yes this would be great to see but it�s 
not very day that you get a personnel tour of the museum, including those areas which are not 
generally  not open to the public  by  one volunteers  who  was  more than happy to guide us all 

around . (He was cleaning one of the engines at 
the time so I think it was not very hard to 
convince him)     
 
Figure: 3 One of the Engines being 

cleaned for next weekend’s show 

 
 
 
 
The day manage to stay hot and sunny and the 
toured we received went for just over 1 ‰ hours, 
yes I know I can talk and if you don�t ask 
questions you will never know. The Museum 
takes in a fair amount of space and has some 
very large Engines including one of the largest 

Engines used in Australia hauling freight 
and Ore. These Breasts had a boiler / 
engine front and back and had an 
automatic stoker to keep the coal up to 
them. Some of the more interesting 
carriages included a prison Van, as seen 
here with so very suspect shady characters 
and the odd carriage used to transport 
horses including the likes of Phar Lap. 
 Figure: 04  locked up at Last! and 

Mike has noticed  there is no dunny 

door. 

  

 

 

 

Figure: 5 Horse Transport in style 

 
 

 

T 
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Figure 6 Inspecting the working Part 

of the Yard –  

Mike, Bruce, Lorenzo and our Guide. 
Where's Ian? 

 
 
 

As all-good things end so, we departed from the Museum and headed back down the road into 
Thirlmere to where a famous pie shop was rumoured to be.  Rumour no more, found it, and yes, the 
pies were great as was the coffee. Ian resurfaced and all were once again ready to depart for home. 
Bruce and Lorenzo headed back towards Camden, as they needed to travel to the Northern suburbs 
while Mike, Ian and myself headed west towards Wollongong, then back towards Liverpool and 
Southern Sydney. If you are ever travelling down past Thirlmere, stop and have a look around, well 
worth the visit.  - Thanks to Mike , Ian, Bruce, Lorenzo and the Thirlmere Rail Museum . A great 
day had by all. 
 
MIKE FLOYD -  A startling fact......did you know that RE speedo cables break at 150kmh? 
 
SEQLD MARCH MEETING by Mike Crawley 

 
This time, in place of the monthly ride, we opted for a workshop meeting which was held at Clint 
and Kay�s place, a good halfway spot between the coast and Brisbane. 
There were eleven of us there, including partners, and the focus of attack was Leon�s 2003 DeLuxe 
and its persistent pinging.  John Polden brought his timing light and various timing aids and found 
that what had been set was, in fact, many degrees advanced.  After it was re-set we went for a run 
down to Jacob�s Well, a popular fishing spot in these parts, after which Leon was best pleased with 
the results.  A little knowledge, a few tools�Bliss. 
On our return, Clint and Kay got a BBQ under way and we finished the day in very contented style. 
Even though only the one bike got a going over, just having the time set aside to discuss all the odd 
things required of an Enfield and to compare eg. tappet settings and various strange noises was most 
valuable. 
We also got to check out Clint�s new cruiser and John�s �new�1988 600cc Yamaha single, and 
earlier in the day a past member, Rick, accompanied us on his new Triumph which he says is great  
but he admits that he�d love to also have the Bullet back. 
A good day. Thanks to Clint and Kay for their generosity, to John for his expertise and to all those 
with the knowledge which they willingly share. 
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FOR SALE 
Royal Enfield “J” Model 1948 - $4500 

Complete, except for headlight.  Matching Numbers. 
 Also included is 1 spare 500cc motor,  1 spare 350cc motor, 1 spare gearbox, 

1 spare pair front forks, Spare side covers & a bucket of parts 

Contact Trevor 0411644803 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ELECTRA FOR SALE 
 
Sad to say, but I have to put my Electra up for sale.  Karen and I want to do some more touring and comfort 
wise, the bike not really right. Unfortunately I cant afford two bikes so she's up for sale.  The bike was made 
in 2006, registered to me in January 07 and has 3 months rego and 15000k's on the clock. 
 
Extras include, performance exhaust and carby, shield, saddle bags, small driving lights, sissy bar and tool 
bag. I will also be leaving with the bike the intercom system for rider to pillion and an airhawk cushion for 
the pillion. The handle bar tassles will be removed as they were a present to me. 
 
$5200 without safety cert, $6200 with safety cert ono. 
 

 
Anyone interested can contact me on Ph 07 38031695.   Geoff Lewis, Brisbane area 

 
 


