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Hello Everyone, 
 
The June newsletter is coming out early so as to give everyone plenty of notice to PAY YOUR 
RENEWAL FEE NOW if you have not already done so.  It is due by 30 June 2008.  If you are late 
you will not only be unable to access our Club site, but you will get pinged with a late fee!!   
 
For those of you who may wish to advertise something �For  Sale or Wanted�, either e-mail your ad 
to me at shippingoffice@bigpond.com or post it to me at c/- 61 Bolton Street, Newcastle, NSW, 
2300.  You can also use either of these addresses if you would like to send in an article for 
publication. 
 
AND, don�t forget Anthony�s scoop for next month!   
 
John Whitmore  who is the nephew of the late and great Tony Wilson-Jones, who spent most of his 
working life  as an engineer at the Royal Enfield factory in Redditch, Worcestershire, has given us 
permission to reproduce "The Enfield Engineer" in its entirety in our newsletter! 
 

It will be published in the JULY 2008 newsletter in its entirety.  
 

Many thanks to Whitmore Publishing who still have a few copies which can be purchased. 
 
REgards 
 
Margaret Coan 
 
 
 
NEW VIC MEMBERS  

Welcome to STEPHEN SKYRME from Ocean Grove, on the beautiful west coast of VIC. 
Stephen is originally from Wales, but his surname hails from the Viking’s invasions of Wales, and  he works 
at a mine in SA.  He found about  the Club in "Just Bikes", and he has got an impressive 1965 Enfield, 
sporting a 5 speed gear-box, which he purchased in India.  
Stephen is looking forward to getting his Enfield on Club plates, and will be bringing the bike along eventually 
to a Club meeting at the Racecourse Hotel.  He will have no trouble finding the Racecourse Hotel as last 
time he went there (on his first night in Melbourne in the ’70’s I think) he ended up in the lock-up :) 
If he can manage his work periods in the SA desert, he hopes to attend the winter rally at Albury. 
Welcome Steve, and we will have to do a Great Ocean Ride one day. 
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Welcome to DAVID HUYBENS of Melbourne. 
David rides a 2007 Classic Bullet 500 which looks really nice (I don’t think I have ever seen a bad looking 
Enfield but I guess I am biased).  David joined us on the Australia Day Ride which was organized by VIC 
Police, and our group stood out amongst the big riceburners, cruisers and Harleys on the day. He was lucky 
that he could ride with us on the day as he may have been put on duty on his other bike in traffic 
control on the day. 
David is also a moderator of aussieenfields. I rang him to remind him that there is a VIC meeting tonight but 
he is on home duties because baby No 2 is getting close to making an appearance. 
Anyway good to see you have joined RECOA Dave because the Sydney-siders were starting to gain the 
upper hand. 
 
NEW QLD MEMBER 
Welcome to MARY MOSES, of the Brisbane suburb or Toowong.  Mary is the proud owner of a 2007 
Bullet Electra, and describes herself as a new rider.  She has received loads of info from Steve Hill. I am sure 
Mary will be attending some of the Brisbane rides soon if she has not done so already. 
 
 
RIDES & RALLIES 
Please advise any calendar dates in similar format to these by e-mail to Margaret Coan at 
shippingoffice@bigpond.com or Anthony Wright at recoainc@gmail.com  or by post to PO Box 4075, 
McKinnon VIC 3204 
 
JUNE 2008 
3 WA Group meet at Narrogin Inn, Cnr Albany Highway & Armadale Rd in the annexe of 

the bar. at 7pm for dinner, meeting starts at 7.30pm (first TUES of each month) Pat Reble 
on 040 719 6323 

7          VIC Group: Monthly Ride (1st SAT) TBA � Anthony 0411 770 225 
12        VIC Mob: 2nd THU Lunch Inkerman Hotel, 375 Inkerman St, Balaclava, midday. 
15         SEQld Mob -   Contact Mike Crawley  mjcrawl@bigpond.net.au   

(07) 33557769 / 0410 457769 
15 WA Group meet at car park in front of the Inn by the traffic lights at 10am for a run. These 

runs are paced for Enfields! Contact Pat Reble 040719 6323 
22 Vic - Little River TT Reunion 
24 VIC MOB � monthly meeting at Racecourse Hotel Caulfield (last TU ES) 8PM. 
28/29 SE SA � Radiata Rally at Southend 
 
JULY 2008  
1 WA Group meet at Narrogin Inn, Cnr Albany Highway & Armadale Rd in the annexe of 

the bar. at 7pm for dinner, meeting starts at 7.30pm (first TUES of each month) Pat Reble 
on 040 719 6323 

5          VIC Group: Monthly Ride (1st SAT) TBA � Anthony 0411 770 225 
10        VIC Mob: 2nd THU Lunch Inkerman Hotel, 375 Inkerman St, Balaclava, midday. 
18-20   ALBURY � Vic, SA, Sth NSW � pre AGM rally  
19-20   SEQld Mob & Nth NSW - Maclean Hotel, Maclean, NSW - Contact Mike Crawley  

mjcrawl@bigpond.net.au   
(07) 33557769 / 0410 457769 

20 WA Group meet at car park in front of the Inn by the traffic lights at 10am for a run. These 
runs are paced for Enfields! Contact Pat Reble 040719 6323 

29 VIC MOB � monthly meeting at Racecourse Hotel Caulfield (last TU ES) 8PM. 
 
AUGUST 2008 
2 VIC Group: Monthly Ride (1st SAT) TBA � Anthony 0411 770 225 
5 WA Group meet at Narrogin Inn, Cnr Albany Highway & Armadale Rd in the annexe of 

the bar. at 7pm for dinner, meeting starts at 7.30pm (first TUES of each month) Pat Reble 
on 040 719 6323 

14        VIC Mob: 2nd THU Lunch Inkerman Hotel, 375 Inkerman St, Balaclava, midday. 
14-18 Himpunan Motor Tua Rally to Bima Sumba (Eastern Indonesia) 
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17 SEQld Mob -   Contact Mike Crawley  mjcrawl@bigpond.net.au   
(07) 33557769 / 0410 457769 

17 WA Group meet at car park in front of the Inn by the traffic lights at 10am for a run. These 
runs are paced for Enfields! Contact Pat Reble 040719 6323 

26 VIC MOB � monthly meeting at Racecourse Hotel Caulfield (last TU ES) 8PM. 
 
SEPTEMBER 2008 
2 WA Group meet at Narrogin Inn, Cnr Albany Highway & Armadale Rd in the annexe of 

the bar. at 7pm for dinner, meeting starts at 7.30pm (first TUES of each month) Pat ‘Reble 
on 040 719 6323 

6          VIC Group: Monthly Ride (1st SAT) TBA � Anthony 0411 770 225 
11        VIC Mob: 2nd THU Lunch Inkerman Hotel, 375 Inkerman St, Balaclava, midday. 
20-21 SEQld Mob -   Contact Mike Crawley  mjcrawl@bigpond.net.au   

(07) 33557769 / 0410 457769 NSW - Qld Rally. 
21 WA Group meet at car park in front of the Inn by the traffic lights at 10am for a run. These 

runs are paced for Enfields! Contact Pat Reble 040719 6323 
30 VIC MOB � monthly meeting at Racecourse Hotel Caulfield (last TU ES) 8PM. 
 
OCTOBER 2008 
4 VIC Group: Monthly Ride (1st SAT) TBA � Anthony 0411 770 225 
7 WA Group meet at Narrogin Inn, Cnr Albany Highway & Armadale Rd in the annexe of 

the bar. at 7pm for dinner, meeting starts at 7.30pm (first TUES of each month) Pat Reble 
on 040 719 6323 

9 VIC Mob: 2nd THU Lunch Inkerman Hotel, 375 Inkerman St, Balaclava, midday. 
19 SEQld Mob -   Contact Mike Crawley  mjcrawl@bigpond.net.au   

(07) 33557769 / 0410 457769 
19 WA Group meet at car park in front of the Inn by the traffic lights at 10am for a run. These 

runs are paced for Enfields! Contact Pat Reble 0407 196 323 
28 VIC MOB � monthly meeting at Racecourse Hotel Caulfield (last TU ES) 8PM. 
30 OCT -3 NOV: 5th AGM of  RECOA Inc at TALBINGO, NSW 
 
NOVEMBER 2008 
4 WA Group meet at Narrogin Inn, Cnr Albany Highway & Armadale Rd in the annexe of 

the bar. at 7pm for dinner, meeting starts at 7.30pm (first TUES of each month) Pat Reble 
on 040 719 6323 

16 WA Group meet at car park in front of the Inn by the traffic lights at 10am for a run. These 
runs are paced for Enfields! Contact Pat Reble 040719 6323 

23 SEQld Mob -   Contact Mike Crawley  mjcrawl@bigpond.net.au   
(07) 33557769 / 0410 457769 

25 VIC MOB � monthly meeting at Racecourse Hotel Caulfield (last TU ES) 8PM. 
 
DECEMBER 2008  
2 WA Group meet at Narrogin Inn, Cnr Albany Highway & Armadale Rd in the annexe of 

the bar. at 7pm for dinner, meeting starts at 7.30pm (first TUES of each month) Pat Reble 
on 040 719 6323 

6 VIC Group: Monthly Ride (1st SAT) TBA � Anthony 0411 770 225 
11 VIC Mob: 2nd THU Lunch Inkerman Hotel, 375 Inkerman St, Balaclava, midday. 
21 WA Group meet at car park in front of the Inn by the traffic lights at 10am for a run. These 

runs are paced for Enfields! Contact Pat Reble 
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Contact John & Helen at 690 White Hill Road, Red Hill Vic, 3937 on Ph/Fax 03 5989 2512 
E-mail:  tours@asianexperience.com.au  
Web:   www.asianexperience.com.au 
We have 16 Royal Enfield Bullets in our fleet, garaged at our new workshop in Delhi where they 
are serviced, maintained and garaged between tours.   
Sorry to those who were planning a ride in 2008 but all tours are booked out �great for us but not 
so great if you were thinking of coming!!  However, we do get cancellations so send us an e-mail or 
phone and let us know which tour you�re interested in �  you never know. 
TOURS FOR 2009 � book early!!  (The 2008 tours were booked out by  mid-late 2007.)  Please 
note that prices are in Aussie Dollars.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
RIDE  REPORTS 
 

VIC RIDE REPORT � 3 May 2008 

Humberto:  After mustering our members for the ride at the Stamford Hotel in Rowville, we headed 
off towards Reefton. We left the Stamford just after 10AM. 
 
Although the numbers were a bit disappointing (Anthony, David and I), the ride through to the 
Reefton Spur took in some great winding roads thought places like Gembrook, Emerald and 
Cockatoo.  Onto picturesque Warburton (with a brief stop for fuel), and onwards past the Reefton 
Hotel (no goat in sight this time). 
 
From there onwards it was up and up and colder and colder, but still magnificent. The ride was 
somewhat delayed by a moving road-block of Harley Davidsons, before arriving at Marysville. 
 
From Marysville, it was onwards over the Black Spur, to meet up with Paul Carberry in front of the 
Grand Hotel (and to have some group photos taken), before heading back to Paul’s place for a BBQ, 
some refreshments, and a lot of talking ... all good things.  Many thanks to Paul for his much 
appreciated hospitality. 
 
We left Paul’s place around 4PM, and then did a bit of back tracking towards Rowville, before 
peeling off and heading home our own ways. 
 
All the Enfields finished the journey, with only some minor hick-ups with mine (some overheating 
getting through the Reefton Spur that I now attribute to my tool bag blocking the air flow, and 
losing my muffler soon after leaving Paul�s place).  All in all, a jolly fine day and definitely worth 
getting out of bed for. 
 
Anthony:  Colder and colder?   By jingos mate it was soldiers’ bold!  But what a pleasant ride. 
 
GREatest pleasuRE of the day besides the combustion heater at Paul’s place was getting past that 
road-block of Harleys.  I reckon that we could beat most Harley riders on a tight mountainous 
racing track on our relics because they don’t know how to ride them :) (unless they’RE going flat-
out in a straight line). 
 
Thanks again to Carberry for his hospitality at his place. 
 
Humberto I REckon your Enfield desiREs attention - like every time we head to the mountains it 
REquires extra TLC ! Dave H’s new classic sure looks good and its exhaust has got a magnificent 
crackle � it sounded terrific heading from Healesville to  Launch as I was behind 
Carberry and Dave. 



Royal Enfield Club of Australia Inc Newsletter No 36    June  2008 5 

 
After the coldness of the highlands today, I am not too concerned about the July winter rally. AT 
Warburton, befoRE we ascended the REfton Spur, we met a bunch of hog-riders from Wagga-
Wagga on their way to Mallacoota - one of them knew you Gary - they were not the 
road-blockers - they had just descended the Spur and had also come in on the dirt, but they weRE 
not suRE if they had been to Woods Point - in fact they weRE not too suRE wheRE they weRE! 
 

   
Dave (front) & Humberto (rear)   Dave, Humberto, Anthony & Paul 

Dave H:  Near freezing I reckon, at least in some places! I’ve never been so cold without being 
wet!! 
Was a great day with some fantastic road and great company. I’m looking forward to more rides in 
the future and some drier roads!   Humberto, glad you made it home with your exhaust intact! 
Now if you’ll excuse me, I have to clean and polish my bike!! 
 
Social evening and award to Steve Hill on May 10th in VIC.  by Anthony Wright 
We had a very enjoyable evening on SAT night 10th of May - theRE were 9 members and we 
weRE also graced by two members’ wives.  
 
Roy and Jan Taylor, DREw and Esther Styles, Humberto (Humbo or Hamburgler), Pickers 
(Neptune), DeREk, Norm (the odd angry shot), Steve Hill from Brisbane, Rags Carberry and yours 
truly had a most 
enjoyable and very funny night. The two ladies pREsent looked sensational and certainly helped to 
balance the Dad’s Army bloke factor. Jan Taylor was the official photographer and unfortunately 
neither Jan or Esther got into a photo. New member Steve McKernan from Euroa was an apology. It 
turns out he used to go to Bathurst with Steve in the ‘70’s. 
 
Steve Hill had been the catalyst for this Saturday night get-together, as he was down in VIC, and so 
we made a special award to him of a bottle of " Wild Turkey RaRE BREed" as Hilly is a very raRE 
bREed 
indeed :) It was either that or the extREmely well named "Bulleit" bourbon, but Bulleit is 
overpriced and not as delicious as "RaRE BREed". Fortunately the hotel would not allow Steve to 
crack the bottle (like good old Craig did at the BungendoRE REtREat REcently), so the Sunday 
morning headache factor rating must have been REduced, but then, for some of us, it was already 
off the scale. 
 
TheRE was a serious REason for the award � Hilly has di pped into his own pocket, and sent many 
hundREds of dollars over to the USA "World’s Fastest Indian Enfield" project, some information of 
which was in the May 2008 newsletter. Let alone helping out with his own money, he ALSO 
donated the money not as Steve Hill, but as "The Royal Enfield Club of Australia Inc". So, it was 
indeed fitting to publicly REcognize him. 
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L-R:  Roy Taylor, Humberto, Drew Styles, Steve Hill, Anthony Wright, Dave Pickersgill 

(Neptune), Norm Keen (Odd Angry Shot), Paul Carberry (Rags), DeREk Pickard. 
 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA RIDE by Steve Farrer 
The MRA’s Not The Great Escape Rally at Marrabel was only an hour or so ride but it let me test the luggage 
on the Electra. It all went well and the RE attracted a bit of interest. Now for the longer trips. 
  
Steve Farrer loaded and ready �  

 

 

SE QLD RIDE � Mike Crawley 

We had planned our first breakfast run for the year to Bribie Island so that we could head north for 
a change.  However we were never going to have a big turnout and when Clint decided to enter his 
blue DeLuxe in his local Classic Car & Bike Show a few of us decided to join him instead. 
Sunday may very likely have seen the beginning of winter up here, with chilly winds making for a 
�brisk� ride.  I was on Peter�s Electra which he kind ly lent me until mine makes rumbling noises 
again.  True to form, after picking it up last week, I promptly got a flat (something sharp had 
pierced it) and, having replaced that, I set off on Sunday morning only to find the chain needed 
adjusting.  So Leon dutifully turned up alone at the Brisbane distributor�s shop at the advertised 
time, but once again no new-comers came (at the beginning of the year, in an attempt to attract new 
members, we set out a monthly program for the year and BJ�s Bikes agreed to let us display it in the 
shop, as well as to include a copy of same with each bike sold.  This has resulted in not even one 
nibble). 
Back to the ride and 40 minutes down the track at the Greenbank show grounds I caught up with 
Leon with Geoff and Karen and got my first glimpse of their new Suzuki Boulevard, and a nice 
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glimpse it was too. Into the show and we wandered off to see the sights and while it was a relatively 
small display with more cars than bikes it was interesting all the same.  Clint stayed with his Bullet 
and remained busy answering questions and, on judging,  deservedly won first prize in the bike 
section. 
Home before lunch, happy in the knowledge that I didn�t  blow the Electra�s big end, get another flat 
tyre or accompany someone else who did either. 
 

AWARDS CEREMONY 
In recognition of his judicious use of electrical power and good servicing of his Bullet�s battery, 
Leon (The Elder) receives the prestigious (nearly) frozen chicken and certificate of achievement 
from Mike Crawley, on behalf of the club�s executive committee, at SEQ Mob�s monthly ride. 
 

 
Leon �The Elder� and Mike Crawley & the chook 

 
Leon�s Award was for: 

This is to certify that the following member 
  

Leon (The Elder) Novello 
 

Has achieved the meritorious position of the holder of the record for the  
 

Longest continuous working battery 
 

in a Royal Enfield Bullet, in the club, in Australia, and therefore, probably in the known 
world ie: 

 
5 years 3months 

 
As acknowledgement of this fine achievement and in recognition of Leon�s contribution to 

the reputation of the marque�s unsurpassed record of reliability, the esteemed executive of the 
RECOA awards him  the valuable prize of � a battery hen,  in the form of  

 
 one frozen chook 

 
Administered on behalf of the executive of the RECOA 
p/SEQ Mob         Date 
 

19/5/08 � dinner time - The frozen chicken is thawed out, and s hould come out of the oven 
at 5:00 p.m. The cat is sitting in front of the stove looking at the clock. Thanks to all involved in its 
delivery, yum. 
Leon, the elder 
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The following article is from the February 2008 issue of Classic Bike Guide UK. 
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