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Hi! Everyone  
  
Congratulations to all the riders on the Alice Springs or Bust Ride.  What an adventure.  Some of 
the ride reports are in this issue. 
 
The AGM is coming up on 19/20 September at Murwillumbah, NSW. This is a last call for Agenda 
Items and nominations to be sent to the Public Officer, Anthony Wright as the Secretary is overseas 
for 3 months. At the rear of this newsletter is a nomination form. If you wish to nominate for any of 
the Committee positions of the Club, please complete this form and forward it to the Club’s PO Box 
address, or email it to recoainc@gmail.com. The draft Agenda is as follows: 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE 
ROYAL ENFIELD CLUB OF AUSTRALIA INC. 

 
To be held in the dining room of the Imperial Hotel at 6pm on Saturday, 19 September, 2009. 
 
AGENDA ITEMS: 
 
1 Confirmation of the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at Talbingo on Saturday, 1 

November 2008. 
 
2 Receipt and consideration of Financial Statements for 2008/2009 and Auditor�s Report. 
 
3 Election of: 
 President:   Nomination received from Bruce Walker 
 Vice President:  Nomination received from Mike Floyd 
 Secretary:   Nomination received from Roy Taylor 
 Treasurer/Public Officer:  Nomination received from Anthony Wright 
 
4 Secretary�s Report and budget estimates 2009/2010. 
 
5 General Business: 
 
 5.1 Charities � what sort and where?? 

5.2 Date and Place of 2010 AGM 
 

There may be insufficient time to vote and have those votes counted for the AGM if it is left 
until the September newsletter, so VOTE NOW. 
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For those of you who may wish to advertise something �For  Sale or Wanted�, either e-mail your ad 
or article to me at shipping.office@bigpond.com or post it to the Public officer at the club address.  
You can also use either of these addresses if you would like to send in an article for publication. 
 
Safe riding, 
 
Dame Margaret (From Mount Isa) 
 
 
NEW QLD MEMBER  
 
"Hello folks, I have just returned to riding motorcycles - I own 2 RE’s-500cc Electra Bullets. One 
has been slightly modified-"MRE31" and one yet to be modified-it has a Cozy SC attached. Ta 
Stuart. " 
Welcome to STUART HART, of Springsure, QLD. 
Stuart heard about the Club from Graham at Royal Enfield Australia, and is also a member of 
Ulysses and H.O.G. 
Not sure where Springsure is Stuart, but the SE QLD branch is running our AGM this year at 
Murwilumbah in northern NSW, so hopefully we will see you there 
 
Welcome to RUSSELL BYRON of Sippy Downs. 
Russell has a 2004 Classic and a 2007 Bullet Electra and found out about RECOA in Just Bikes 
Magazine.  He manufactures motor bike trailers.  Russell will be attending the AGM on his 2004 
Classic. 
 
NEW VIC MEMBER  
Welcome to GAVIN PORTHOUSE of Tullamarine, VIC. 
Gavin owns a 1970 Enfield Bullet and would like to verify the year of manufacture. 
He found out about RECOA Inc through "Old Bike" magazine. 
Gavin is attending the Culgoa winter mallee rally next week. 
 
NEW NSW MEMBER  
Welcome to STEPHEN NOTT of Kellyville. 
Stephen owns a 2009 Bullet Electra and was put onto us by John at Motociclo in Sydney, where he 
bought his bike.  Stephen there is a good branch in Sydney and no doubt you will be at a meeting 
soon. 
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RIDES & RALLIES 
Please advise any calendar dates in similar format to these by e-mail to Margaret Coan at shipping.office@bigpond.com 
or Anthony Wright at recoainc@gmail.com or by post to PO Box 4075, McKinnon VIC 3204 
 
AUGUST 2009 
1  VIC Group: Monthly Ride (1st SAT) TBA � Anthony 0411 770 225 
4 WA Group meet at Narrogin Inn, Armadale in the annexe of the bar at 7pm for dinner, 

meeting starts at 7.30pm (first TUES of each month) Contact Lindsay Mills on 9490 1896 
 SYDNEY: Newington Hotel on Stanmore Road between Petersham and Stanmore - 8:00 

pm - 10:00 pm. Contact Mike Floyd 0410 599141 
15-16  Brotherhood Indonesia Jamboree in Sunset Road Kuta Bali, will be big event in Bali, and 

this joint event between Brotherhood Indonesia with some club classic motorcycles in Bali 
except HMT (why? I really don’t know and don’t try to understand). 

15 WA Group meet at car park in front of the Inn by the traffic lights at 10am for a run. 
Contact Lindsay Mills on 9490 1896 

16 SE QLD Monthly club run, contact Mike 0410 457769 
25  VIC MOB � monthly meeting at Racecourse Hotel Caulfield (last TU ES) 8PM. 
 
SEPTEMBER 2009 
1 WA Group meet at Narrogin Inn, Armadale in the annexe of the bar at 7pm for dinner, 

meeting starts at 7.30pm (first TUES of each month) Contact Lindsay Mills on 9490 1896 
 SYDNEY: Newington Hotel on Stanmore Road between Petersham and Stanmore - 8:00 

pm - 10:00 pm. Contact Mike Floyd 0410 599141 
5  VIC Group: Monthly Ride (1st SAT) TBA � Anthony 0411 770 225 
19 WA Group meet at car park in front of the Inn by the traffic lights at 10am for a run. 

Contact Lindsay Mills on 9490 1896 
19/ 20 6th AGM of RECOA at MURWILLUMBAH, NSW. contact Mike Crawley 0410 

457769 
29  VIC MOB � monthly meeting at Racecourse Hotel Caulfield (last TU ES) 8PM. 
 
OCTOBER 2009 
3  VIC Group: Monthly Ride (1st SAT) TBA � Anthony 0411 770 225 
6 WA Group meet at Narrogin Inn, Armadale in the annexe of the bar at 7pm for dinner, 

meeting starts at 7.30pm (first TUES of each month) Contact Lindsay Mills on 9490 1896 
 SYDNEY: Newington Hotel on Stanmore Road between Petersham and Stanmore - 8:00 

pm - 10:00 pm. Contact Mike Floyd 0410 599141 
10 & 11 23rd Tour De Butterball � Albury � see pp 42 and 43 of this newslet ter 
17&18 Barossa Valley Classic Motor Cycle Club Rally at the Angaston Oval 
17 WA Group meet at car park in front of the Inn by the traffic lights at 10am for a run. 

Contact Lindsay Mills on 9490 1896 
18 SE QLD Monthly club run, contact Mike 0410 457769 
27  VIC MOB � monthly meeting at Racecourse Hotel Caulfield (last TU ES) 8PM. 
28  HMT 20th Anniversary. 
2010 
20th April  Hutt River Principality 40th Anniversary Celebration & Ride � 
departing early April � members only 
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RIDE  REPORTS 
 
THE BLARNEY STONE RUN. PART 2: SECRETS OF RESTORING ENFIELDS. 

By Jeff Maynard 
 
I envisaged a smooth trip to the Blarney Stone Hotel (Yarraville) to grab some beer and be back in 
time to watch the Western Bulldogs on Fox Sports One. It was a crisp autumn evening. Cool 
enough to make the Enfield Electra run a little rich and I savoured the sweet note of a 500cc single 
beating its steady rhythm. Beside me the Cozy sidecar poked its black nose forward like a loyal 
dog. Could life be any sweeter? 
 
I�d gone about three blocks when the engine died.  
 
I pulled the clutch in pretty smartly and rolled to the side of the road. I instantly knew the problem. 
Nothing for it but to get the outfit to the all night 7-Eleven on Williamstown Road. I started 
pushing. Still, I consoled myself, I�d rather push a Royal Enfield that ride a Honda Fireblade.  
 
I was wheeling the outfit past the McDonalds on Somerville Road when, up ahead, I saw the 
scourge of Enfield owners everywhere.  The �I-used-to-ride�  Old Guy. This one was wearing one of 
those cheap blue vinyl jackets that parking inspectors wear and a baseball cap with �USS Illinois� 
embroidered in gold lettering.  
 
He beamed broadly as I approached and said, �I used to have a n Ariel 500.�  Then he looked down 
at the motionless outfit and uttered the words that every owner of Indian Enfields dreads, �Did you 
restore it yourself?� 
 
Traditionally owners of Electras and Classics have answered this question with a long-winded 
explanation about the factory in England shipping tooling to India, etc. etc. and the whole sorry 
saga is invariably met by glazed eyes and a barely audible �oh really.�  
 
I know that every time I gave this explanation I felt like a magician revealing how he�d done his 
trick and lost the power of the magic. As a result I began to lie.  
 
�Yes I did restore it myself�, I used to say of my 2006 El ectra. But I felt this was somehow out of 
integrity and against the code of All Things Enfield. (Personal integrity is important to me � so 
much so that I still agonise whether I should go to the �BSA Owners All British Rally� on a 
machine built in India). So to answer the �did you restore it� question I developed a series of 
answers which I feel both (i) do not lie and (ii) maintain the all-important Indian Enfield Owner 
Mystique.  I record them here for the benefit of fellow Recoanians. 
  

Q: Did you restore it yourself? 
A: Not all of it. But I did a lot of the work. (Adjust chain, top up battery, clean snot box, etc).  
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Q: How old is it? 
A: The engine design is 1954. But some of the parts are newer replica parts.  
(For Electra and the new Bullet Classic owners only.) 
Q: I didn�t think they had disc brakes back then? 
A: It�s a front end from a later model.  
 

  
 
Minutes later I was wheeling the Enfield and chair into the glaze of the 7-Eleven. Through the 
window I saw that Khurrum was on duty. Khurrum is an Indian IT student and my go-to guy on 
many things Enfield. His experience with the 350cc Bullet he has back home has provided a rich 
source of knowledge and amusement.  
 
�Good evening Mister Jeff,� he said in his distinctive ac cent as I walked in the door. �I see the 
Curse of Chennai has shat itself again�.  
 
�Oh ye of little faith, Khurrum,� I replied. Then I e xplained how a week earlier I had drained the 
petrol out of the tank into a plastic Coke bottle so I could pour it into the lawn mower, because my 
wife had wanted me to mow the lawn.  
 
�I�d forgotten all about it�, I went on. �I just need a bi t of fuel and I�ll be on my way.� 

 
So with five litres splashing around in the tank I kicked the bike over, gave Khurrum and cheery 
wave, and continued on my way to the Blarney Stone.  
 
 
CHANGED THE OIL AND HAD A GOOD LOOK OVER THE BIKE TODAY from Don Havelberg 

 
Well I finally escaped the clutches of Broome and have spent 2-3 weeks riding to Exmouth. Visited some 
great roads and national parks on the way. But is is cold down here. Be in Perth around the weekend. 
Probably be around Perth for a week or so. 
 
I have been keeping a close eye on the push rods and cam guide and have come to the conclusion that the 
cam guide is moving up and down by 3 - 5 mm! This cant be a good thing :-(. It not loose to the touch or a 
gentle hit with a hammer and it doesn�t move everyday. The cam guides must be about the only thing in this 
motor i have not adjusted/pulled apart/replaced before. And I have no idea of what�s going on. I have a plan 
to sort it out in Perth. Any one have any ideas on what might be going on? I was under the impression that 
they were a pressed fit and needed to be heated and pressed in and out? But why is there a thread on the 

At this point whoever asked 
the question will be in awe of 
your engineering skills and 
classic motorcycling savvy.  
Anyway, these were the 
answers I gave to the Old Guy 
outside McDonalds and he 
was suitably impressed.  I 
continued pushing.  
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top of them? I have been doing some web searching without too much luck. 
 
Other then my other rear wheel bearing going to shit, the chain guard breaking 4 times (I finally threw it 
away) the back brake shoes worn out, the exhaust push rod is bent and one of the tank mounts breaking 
the bike is good :-). 
 
This is not the first chain guard I have thrown away, they don�t seem to have the strength to hold themselves 
up. shitty things. 
 
Any one has any hints on who will A) weld my tank B) straiten my push rod in Perth? 
 
Bike still goes all is good. 
Don Havelberg 
 
Duh  � replace "cam guide" with "tappet guide".    Don rushed across the Nullabor to join the ASOB mob. 
 

Garry’s royal adventure by Colin Taylor of the Weekly Times -  July 22, 2009  

GARRY Eyles, of Wagga Wagga in NSW, is giving his 2005 Royal Enfield Bullet Deluxe motorcycle its sternest test yet.  

Garry, 58, plans to put 6000km on his bike this month with a ride from his home to Culgoa, in northern Victoria, then up 
to Alice Springs and back. 

Garry, an electrical maintenance supervisor, is taking part in two major events organised by the Royal Enfield Club of 
Australia. 

The first was the club’s annual winter rally, held at Culgoa, north of Birchip, last Saturday. 

Entrants travelled between Culgoa and Swan Hill on the day. 

Garry said 21 entrants had registered, riding 17 assorted bikes. 

"As well as various models of Royal Enfield, there will be a BMW, a Chinese-made scooter, a Russian Ural with sidecar 
and a 500cc Norton," he said. 

"The rally included a river cruise on the paddlesteamer Pyap, lunch at the Swan Hill Pioneer Museum and a presentation 
dinner at the Kaneira Hotel in Culgoa." 

Once the rally was over, though, a real adventure began with the start of "Alice Springs or Bust". 

Last Sunday, 15 hardy riders set out from Culgoa for a two-week round trip to the Red Centre - an idea one club wit has 
described as "adventure before dementia". 

Other riders were coming from places as widespread as Melbourne, Sydney, Newcastle, Bungendore, southern 
Queensland, the middle of South Australia and the Northern Territory. 

"We must have rocks in our heads," Garry said before the rally. 

"Basically, we will be using motorcycles designed for English country lanes to access some of the most remote areas of 
Australia." 

The planned days’ journeys were from Culgoa to Burra in South Australia (560km), Burra to Glendambo (490km), 
Glendambo to Marla (490km), Marla to Uluru (Ayers Rock) (500km), one day sightseeing around Uluru and the Olgas, 
then a day ride to Alice Springs (450km). 

Next weekend will be taken up with sightseeing at Alice Springs, guided by local Royal Enfield Club members. 

Garry said the trip home had not been planned out in detail, but the riders would most likely retrace their tracks in 
reverse. 
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"The only preparations we are making is to ensure the bikes are in top mechanical condition, tune them up and give it all 
a thorough service," he said. 

"We will carry some common spare parts, such as points, plugs and puncture repair kits, and, of course, a first aid kit." 

This won’t be the first time Garry has hit the open road. 

He’s already taken the bike on return trips to Taree, Orange, Lithgow, Alexandra in Victoria, over the Black Spur and 
through the Snowy Mountains. 

"It’s not a particularly fast bike, but big, long-stroke singles were never designed for high-speed work," Garry said. 

"I am doing this trip because it’s a bit of a challenge. 

"Anyone could do it on a BMW or any modern touring bike, but to do it on an Enfield Bullet and succeed will be really 
something. 

"We are all slightly eccentric." 

Royal Enfield is the world’s oldest surviving, continuous manufacturer of motorcycles. 

Originally made in England, a second factory was opened in India to assemble Royal Enfield Bullets for the Indian Army 
and home market. 

With the demise of the British motorcycle industry, production ceased in England, but continues in India to this day. 

The Royal Enfield Club of Australia has more than 100 members, spread throughout all states and territories. 

Anyone is welcome at club rallies no matter what they’re riding. 

Future plans for major events include an annual rally at Murwillumbah in NSW in September and a trip to Hutt River 
Province in Western Australia next April to help Prince Leonard of Hutt celebrate his 85th birthday and the 40th 
anniversary of his little kingdom. 

Prince Leonard is patron of the Royal Enfield Club of Australia. 

 

Desert trek: Garry Eyles with his 500cc Royal Enfield Bullet, which has 20,000 miles (32,000km) on the clock. 
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Adventure before Dementia ASOB �Ride� report � a local’s p erspective 
From Jeff & Cheryl Cole 

The ASOB mob arrived in town in the evening of Friday 24 July 2009.  As I was expecting them 
about 15:30 I spent some hours worrying about what had happened.  A phone call from Anthony 
reassured me and I relaxed.  Until another call to tell me they were stopped again by Humberto’s 
chain coming to grief.  

 

        

        The Coans & Cheryl Cole 

 

      
Standley Chasm      Simpsons Gap 
On Sunday we all had a look at the Sunday Markets in Alice’s Todd Street Mall, then it was off to 
the Shannons Motoring Extravaganza.  Most people decided to have a look at some of the tourist 

� Humberto praying to the RE god. 
I was also asked to arrange some food for a 
BBQ (a radical change from the earlier call to 
say we were going to Bojangles 
(http://www.bossaloon.com.au/content/view/9/
13/). 
 
Cheryl and I russled up the makings of a BBQ 
and arrived at the caravan park just after the 
others.  They were looking somewhat jaded but 
it didn’t take too many wines, beers, whiskeys 
or champagnes for everyone to spark up. 
Humberto arrived a  bit later (with Kate) after 
washing off the chain grease. 

Saturday was a strange sort of day.  Cheryl lent 
her vehicle to the Coans so anyone who needed 
to could shop or have a look at the town.  Don 
and Mike came to our place to do bike 
maintenance for about 4 hours.  After dark we 
went to a restaurant close to the van park.  It 
turned out they only had pizza but everyone 
seemed to enjoy themselves.  The legendary 
Ray Jones came along.  Ray is famous for 
riding his 350 Bullet to or through every state 
and territory in Oz (excluding offshore 
territories that is).  I think Don might supplant 
him though. 




