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G�Day everyone  ����������	
���
��� 
 
Notice the change in name?  A majority of combined votes via e-mail and the club site and opted to change 
this publication from �Newsletter� to �The RECOAN�.  T hat stands for The Royal Enfield Club Of 
Australia Newsletter (I think).  I must admit, I�m pretty partial to it. 
 
We�ve had a bad month for injuries and illnesses.  First our President Bruce Walker has been knocked low 
with a mysterious bug, but he�s over the worst of it now.  Then, Norm Keen from Melbourne had an accident 
on his Electra or Helectra as he calls it, resulting in Norm receiving a broken hip and having to under an 
operation to sort things out.  Not sure what he�s going to do to the bike when he gets out of hospital.  And, 
thirdly, Dave Huybens who was keeping us up-to-date with Norm�s progress (on the club site) ended up in an 
accident as well when he was T-boned on the way to work.  He suffered a broken wrist with some bumps and 
bruises and had to have surgery on his hand.  His 535 is a write-off.  The Club�s best wishes to all of you for 
speedy recoveries. 

 
Please send in your registrations for the RUN TO HUTT and the AGM.  We still need at least 3 more people 
on Russ�s Bus for the Run to Hutt.  That ride is going to be a hoot.  And the Barossa is looking good for the 
next AGM. 

 
For those of you who may wish to advertise something �For  Sale or Wanted�,  submit your Member of the 
month article, or other articles,  please e-mail them to me at shipping.office@bigpond.com.   
 
Wishing you a wonderful festive season � and SAFE RIDING  please !! 

Dame Margaret, D.I.O.M. 
 
NEW QLD MEMBERS  
 
Welcome to ANTHONY WILLIAMS of Zillmere, in Brisbane. 
Anthony has a 2004 Bullet Deluxe ES, and heard about the Club from Brisbane 
member Rick Odell.   
 
�Hi I have run the worldwide RE-Interceptor Yahoogroup for  almost 10 years.� 
Webmaster http://www.ozemate.com/interceptor.  We have 2 interceptors for 36 years now. Club will be of 
reciprocal benefits. Royal&Ann 
Welcome to MICHAEL & ANN AHLBERG (Royal & Kickan). 
Those of you who are in the Interceptor Group would know Royal.  They have a �69 and a �70 Interceptor, and 
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are also members of Ulysses and HOG.  We sometimes send through info to the Interceptor group to keep 
them advised of happenings in our Club . 
Welcome Royal and Kickan, and good to see yet another pair of RE twins joining the Club. 
 
NEW NSW MEMBER  
 
�Have been looking for an �interesting� motor cycle an d now have a Bullet. The aim is to use it for fun and 
limited touring and maybe join in a few rallies � 
Welcome to MICHAEL MENZIES of Bundanoon. 
Michael owns a 2006 classic Bullet and he heard about the Club from another member. 
His first bike was a British one, then lots of Italian and German bikes, and now back to Brit (Indian).  Michael 
is also a member of the Bundanoon Bike Club, several car clubs, and 
Ulysses. 
 

RIDES & RALLIES 
Please advise any calendar dates in similar format to these by e-mail to Margaret Coan at shipping.office@bigpond.com 
or Anthony Wright at recoainc@gmail.com or by post to PO Box 4075, McKinnon VIC 3204 
 
DECEMBER 2009  
1 WA Group meet at Narrogin Inn, Armadale in the annexe of the bar at 7pm for dinner, meeting starts 

at 7.30pm (first TUES of each month) Contact Lindsay Mills on 9490 1896 
 SYDNEY: Newington Hotel on Stanmore Road between Petersham and Stanmore � 8:00 pm � 10:00 

pm. Contact Mike Floyd 0410 599141 
5  VIC Group: Monthly Ride (1st SAT) TBA � Anthony 0411 770 225 
6 SYDNEY: Ride to Catherine Hill Bay for lunch at the pub. Meet at Mobil Service Station Berowra at 

9:00am. This is a longer day ride. 
VIC:  BHMCC Motorcycle Only Swap Meet � Llanelly Public Hall Reserve - $3.00 donation entry 
Between Newbridge & Tarnagulla via St Arrnaud Rds.  B240 Melway Country.  Contact Rex Jones 
0407 683 376 

158 MRA VIC Annual Toy Run 
 SA  December ride, Toy Run, Details of meeting places by SMS 
 19 WA Group meet at car park in front of the Inn by the traffic lights at 10am for a run. Contact Lindsay 
Mills on 9490 1896 
29  VIC MOB � monthly meeting at Racecourse Hotel Caulfield (last TU ES) 8PM. 
 
JANUARY 2010 
17 SYDNEY � Ride to Tarana for lunch. Meet 9:30 am MacDonalds McGraths Hill. 
 
FEBRUARY 2010 
7  MRAVIC Ride for the Hills 
12/14  SYDNEY:   South. This is a three day ride and we should cover some distance.  Details to be 

announced later. 
14 S.A.:  Uraidla Showgrounds, Swamp Road, Uraidla 
 
APRIL 2010 

158 Principality of Hutt River 40th Anniversary Celebration & Ride � departing from Port Augusta � 
members only 

 
SEPTEMBER 2010  
Fri 10, Sat 11, Sun 12:   7th AGM at Tanunda Caravan & Tourist Park. Bookings on 08 8563 2784. Web site;   

www.tanundacaravantouristpark.com.au 
 Contact Steve Farrer:   08 8568 5182 or 0428 500 115 
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RIDE  REPORTS 
 
MOTOGP TRAVELS from Graeme Morrell 
 
As noted in a previous email of my intention to ride to Phillip Island for the Moto GP, we returned safely last 
Monday with Don�s wounded bike. 
 
My two companions and I drove over with our bikes on a trailer, planning to leave the vehicle at Port Augusta, 
but it broke down just out of Kimba and were able to drive slowly into town and eventually left it to be 
repaired at the local Toyota Dealer. The three of us then rode from Kimba to Port Augusta, Wilmington, 
Laura, Clare, Gawler, Williamstown to Birdwood for the night. After a great breakfast and coffee at the I 
Blumberg and visited the Motor Museum and met Steve, we headed for Woodside, Murray Bridge, Tailem 
Bend, Meningie, Kingston, Mt Gambier, (overnight) Nelson, Portland, Warrnambool, Port Campbell, Apollo 
Bay along the coast to Geelong and the ferry across to Portsea and around to Cowes where met up with six 
others from W.A. and stayed in a rented house for the weekend of the Moto GP. 
 
After the GP weekend, the three of us left for Healesville, King Lake, Whittlesea ( sad places to ride through 
after the bush fires with rebuilding still going on), Wallan, Romsey, Kyneton, Castlemaine, Tarnugulla ( 
overnight with a mate who restores old Harleys� ) St Arnoud, Horsham, Halls Gap and riding through the 
Grampians National Park to Dunkeld, Cavendish, Harrow (overnight), Edenhope, Hynam, bordertown, Murray 
Bridge, Blanchetown, Sedan (overnight), Birdwood (breakfast), Hahndorf, Strathalbyn, Goolwa, Victor 
Harbor, Cape Jervis and up to Willunga where I stayed with friends as the car was not going to be ready for a 
few more days. My two companions had already decided to fly home for work on the Monday, leaving their 
bikes for me to bring back when the car was ready. 
 
In the meantime, Don had broken down and was stuck at Mt Pleasant. On the Saturday, I rode my Electra to 
Littlehampton and met Nicole and her friend Neil who rode an old Norton. Nicole and I rode on to Mt Pleasant 
and spent some time with Don. On the Sunday and Monday I rode around the hills and met up with old friends 
from W.A. and on the Tuesday I rode to Birdwood via Gumeracha and the toy Factory and met up with 
Nicole, Don and Steve at the Motor Museum. 
The car was finally ready and I rode out to Kimba on Friday, hitched up the trailer, loaded the bike and headed 
back to Willunga arriving at about 8.30pm (a long day!) On Saturday after making adjustments to the trailer 
set up to accommodate Don�s bike, left at about midday, arriving at Mt Pleasant and loading Don�s bike, we 
started our homeward trek at 2.00pm, up to Gawler, Balaclava, Port Wakefield, Port Augusta and the Eye 
Highway back to Perth, arriving at Don�s �digs� 10.30 on the  Monday morning. 
 
Not counting the car journey, I covered approximately 3500kms on my RE Electra with out any major 
problems. It was a great adventure and am looking forward to the Hutt River trip. 
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STURGIS 2009 by Bruce Walker 
 
Ah, the USA, land of pancakes, waffles, maple syrup, hamburgers, French fries, banana cream pie, cholesterol 
and ice with everything. Did I mention Ranch mayonnaise? Five kilos heavier, I arrived home from our 
American Odyssey. What adventures and feasts both visual and gastronomic we had, both on two wheels and 
four.  

 
John Cruwys from Elite Special Event Tours is a man 
passionate about sharing his love of the USA with his 
fellow Australians. He aims to show the real America 
away from the Hollywood bling � the American 
people as they really are, friendly, kind and interested. 
Then there�s the stunning scenery to see as well. The 
USA is a country of grand vistas. You top a rise and 
the straight ribbon of black tar before you drops down 
into the valley, runs across the bottom and up the other 
side disappearing about 20 miles away in the clear air. 
Distant mountains, some snow-capped, ring the 
horizon, perhaps fifty or more miles from you. It�s 
amazing stuff. 
 
Seven couples from the Ulysses Hills Branch joined 
three chaps from WA on the  
Tour. First we flew to Los Angeles, then took a shuttle 
flight to Las Vegas where we picked up our, mainly 
Harley Davidson Electra Glides for the ride to Sturgis. 

As a 
sort of 

acclimatising ride we rode out to the Hoover Dam. The air 
temperature gauges on the bikes were registering 120 
degrees F!! Someone told me Las Vegas has three 
seasons: mild, hot and hell. We explored Las Vegas on foot and on their monorail. The casinos are huge. Some 
can take about twenty minutes to walk from one side to the other. There is a Betty Page souvenir shop but 
sadly I missed it. (Betty Page was a famous pin-up model in the 1950s. I understand she has more books 
written about her than Marilyn Monroe. She died earlier this year.) 

 
I had some pre-tour concerns which mostly centred 
around the motorcycle.  

• Would I be able to ride a motorcycle for 
hundreds of miles every day for twenty one 
days? 

Essentially, this proved to not be a problem. Elite 
Tours provides a back-up rider and a support vehicle 
to ride in. So if you need a day out of the saddle then 
it�s there. I took advantage of this on a couple of 
occasions when I had back trouble and other health 
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problems. The pillions can ride in the air conditioned comfort of the support vehicle when they wish, or as it 
turned out on one day, when it was raining. 
 

• Would the heat from the rear cylinder of the Harley Davidson, which I�d noticed on a test ride at 
Penrith, make riding too uncomfortable? 

The rear cylinder heat was very noticeable in traffic in the 120 degree F heat in Las Vegas but on the open 
road was not a problem. 
 

• I have driven on the right side of the road in 
Europe and the USA in the past but car controls 
are on the opposite side to those in Australia so 
it seems more natural to drive on the opposite 
side. Motorcycle controls are the same 
everywhere, so would this be a problem for 
me? 

I thought riding in a group would be a help with those 
ahead reminding one which side to stay on and this 
proved correct. Only once did I wander over to the left 
on about the second day. After that it seemed like I�d  
been riding on the right side of the road all my life. 
 

• Would the size and weight of a big Harley be a 
problem knowing I am used to riding motorcycles of about half the weight? 

This was a bit of a problem for me. The Electra Glide may well be one of the most comfortable two person 
bikes made in the world. It is tremendously stable at speed and is revving at 3400 rpm doing 90 miles per hour. 
It also has amazing slow speed stability but when stopped it is a heavy brute and every day I was terrified that 
my foot would slip and I/we would topple over. Perhaps it was this concern that made me very careful and as a 
result I didn�t drop it at any time. My preference is st ill for light bikes. I have not been converted. I do feel I 
have some understanding of the obsession Harley owners have about their mounts. I think they are easy to ride 
but to ride one really well is a great skill. 
 

• I didn�t think the cost of the tour especially expensive, but there is always the question of whether it 
would be value for money. 

The answer to this is an emphatic �yes� for everyone o n the tour.  John Cruwys and the team have constantly 
refined the route to take in a combination of excellent motorcycling roads with off the beaten track scenery. 
Interstate highways were only used where there were no other scenic alternatives. The standard of 
accommodation was uniformly excellent. It�s hard to beat  rolling up to a hotel, having the key to your room 
put in your hand and finding a comfortable bed to flop onto. The whole tour went that way. It was worth it. 
 

The ride itself is the destination. Crossing the 
mountains between Buffalo and Lander in Wyoming 
stands out as one of the sublime experiences of the 
tour. It was an early clear crisp morning with blue sky, 

dark 
green 
pine 

trees on 
either 

side of 
our way 
and an 

empty 
sweeping 
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wide smooth road. It was one of those times that you wish could go on forever. For a different reason the wind 
swept ride in pouring rain between Rapid City and Buffalo was another never to be forgotten ride. Sturgis was 
everything I expected: wall to wall motorcycles with 95% big cruisers. An informal survey reported in the 
newspaper gave 81% Harley Davidsons which was down on previous years. It was like a Ulysses AGM only 
one hundred times bigger. Even those present were like Ulyssians with grey hair and wrinkles and big bellies 
(should I say middle age spread?) everywhere. Not that many young people were in evidence.  The semi-naked 
women so beloved by the magazines were present but you had to keep your eyes open. There are some strange 
sights in the US. In Sturgis I saw a man with a dog on a lead. On the dog�s back sat a cat and a rat. The cat got 
off and back on again at a crossing. The rat didn�t seem to move so I wondered whether it might be phony � so 
much in the USA is. Deadwood was a fantastic high point as was Mt Rushmore and especially the Crazy 
Horse Monument. Personally I loved Fort Laramie and Monument Valley (the setting for hundreds of 
Hollywood westerns and particularly those of Director John Ford). Las Vegas is a staggering monument to the 
psychological power of gambling. If you can keep away from the slot machines and gaming tables it�s a 
fascinating place to wander around with all its glitz, glamour, neon lights and sad people. I was reminded that 
someone once said of Hollywood: if you strip away the phoney tinsel, you�ll find the real tinsel underneath. I 
think Las Vegas is just tinsel. Brothels are legal in Nevada and you�ll find the usual US euphemisms out the 
front: Cocktails Inside in neon. (I�m sure there are but I didn�t find out.) 
 
The Grand Canyon in Arizona and the high Rocky Mountains of Colorado are eye-poppingly beautiful 
spectacles as are the Black Hills of Dakota and the plains of Wyoming. I particularly love Arizona. It 
impressed me when I was there twenty years ago and this trip has not altered that view. The hours we spent at 
the Bonneville Salt Flats were amazing and way beyond expectations. Unfortunately Speed Week doesn�t 
always coincide with Sturgis so we were particularly lucky on our tour. 

 
I was pretty certain doing a tour with a bunch of good 
friends would be a winner and so it was. The three 
non-Ulyssians from WA had more concerns about us 
old farts than we did them, but they proved to be great 
company and fitted in really well. Brian was a quiet, 
thoughtful, friendly Kiwi. Dave, the youngest of the 
group and the most outgoing, was a friendly open 
faced bloke who brought out the mothering instincts in 
one of our group. Lastly Laurie, the ex-bikie, was a 
true character and loveable larrikin in the best Aussie 
sense. The Three Amigos as we christened them, all 
missed their wives and vowed to bring them back to 
share the experience. 
 
One of my special pleasures on the Tour was watching 
big Phil Wilson (who reminds me of Steven Seagal) 
enjoying himself. He�d gone through some serious 
health problems a while back and this was his first trip 
overseas. I doubt there was a second when he wasn�t 
having the best time of his life. 
 
We all did our bit for the US economy giving our 
credit cards a substantial nudge. The serious Harley 
owners in our group made the pilgrimage to every 
Harley dealer within 10 or 15 miles either side of our 
route through each state to buy t-shirts and other 
paraphernalia. Chris Bell managed to find twenty eight 
Harley Dealers T-shirts to buy to take home. I believe 

he now has 84 from around the world. The two BMW owners 
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complained every time we passed a BMW dealer and didn’t stop. One of my personal pleasures was going to a 
Victory Dealer in Las Vegas who also sells Arlen Ness custom bikes. Either side of the entrance was flanked 
with Royal Enfield Electras with five or more out the back. 
 
Laurie from WA spent a lot on tattoos and may have outdone all the big spenders. Laurie, I should add, proved 
to be a magnet for females from chicks to old boilers. In a morning tea stop McDonalds in deepest Wyoming, 
the woman serving became so excited at all the Australian accents and with Laurie in particular, that she 
confessed to feeling ‘flushed all over’ as she fanned herself and posed for a photo with Laurie and his bike. 

 
I proudly wore my Royal Enfield T-shirt and posed on 
the middle of the main street of Sturgis. There are 
three Res in the motorcycle museum in Sturgis and I 
believe Res have as much claim to Sturgis as Harleys. 
These days Harley Owners regard the rally as their 
event. But it wasn’t always so. The founder of the 
rally, first held in 1940, was the Indian Dealer in town. 
As all RE owners know, many of the Indian bikes sold 
post World War 2 were re-badged Royal Enfields. So 
there. I was prepared to argue my case but the 
opportunity didn’t arise. (Maybe that’s why I’m still 
alive.) 
 
 

 

             
 

 


