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G�Day everyone, 
 
Brrrr!  Winter has certainly hit.  You sure notice the cold after that beautiful Cooktown weather we 
experienced.   
 
Thanks to the contributors for their articles.   We�ve got a really special Miss August MOM this 
issue.  There is also the up-to-date information for the Winter Rally in Holbrook coming up this 
weekend.  It is at the very last of this newsletter. 
 
REMINDER:  The AGM is getting closer now � it�s coming up on 9-11 September in Tasmania.  
Last chance for Agenda Items and nominations to be sent to The Club Secretary c/- PO Box 4075, 
McKinnon, Vic, 3204 or e-mail at:  recoainc@gmail.com  by 29 July 2011.   
           
At the back of this newsletter is a nomination form.  If you wish to nominate for any of the elected 
Committee positions of the Club which are President, Vice-President, Secretary or Treasurer, please 
complete this form and forward it to the Club Secretary.  Could all nominations and agenda items 
be sent to the Club Secretary by post or e-mail by 29 July 2011 so they can be incorporated in the 
Agenda for the September newsletter WHICH WILL GO OUT EARLY.  Any topics or 
nominations received after 29 July 2011 will not be eligible for the AGM agenda.   
 
For those of you who may wish to advertise something �For  Sale or Wanted�, submit an article, 
ride report, or even a MOM (with pictures please), either e-mail me at 
shipping.office@bigpond.com or mail to 74 Macquarie Street, Merewether, NSW, 2291. 
 
And, Garry Eyles has suggested Broken Hill, NSW for our long ride next year, say in May/June.  
What an interesting place that is to see with lots of things to do.  Is anyone interested in this 
destination??   Our motto should be �Join RECOA and see Aust ralia�. 
 
Safe Riding, 
 
 
Dame Margaret, DIOM. 
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NEW MEMBERS 
 
NEW VIC MEMBERS 
 
"Have two modified 500cc Enfields, 1963 and 1974. Am looking for some fun in riding them. 
Found your club reference in Just Bikes magazine."  Welcome to GREG BROWNE of Melton.   
Greg is also a member of the BMW Club of Victoria. 
 
Welcome to TWID McGRATH of Healesville, VIC 
Twid rides a 1978 350 Bullet and was introduced to the Club by Paul Carberry. 
She toured around India on Enfields and had his bike custom built by Lalli Singh of Delhi. 
 
Welcome to SCOTT O’DAY of Mt Eliza. 
Scott owns 2 x 1948 RE 125s in progress.  He found the first 125 under a house. He purchased the 
second one while living in Scotland.  Scott found out about the Club at auusieenfield. 
He is also a member of the Kombi Club. 
 
NEW TAS MEMBERS 
 
Welcome to TREVOR MARSHALL of Ulverstone, TAS. 
Trevor has a bit of a collection:  2006 500 Deluxe Bullet, 2001 Taurus diesel, 1998 Enfield Diesel, 
1964 Bullet, 125 Prince, 125 Ensign. 
Hmm, there has to be a prize-winner in that lot at the AGM.  Best diesel, best Prince or best Ensign. 
(I am assuming that the Prince and Ensign are Royal Enfields). 
 
Welcome to MALCOLM HOW of Cambridge. 
Malcolm has a 2009 Bullet and found out about us in Just Bikes mag.  He is looking for a sidecar 
and is in no other clubs.  Hope to see you at the AGM Malcolm!  Make sure to register. 
  
 
 

RIDES & RALLIES 
 

Please advise any calendar dates in similar format to these by e-mail to Mike Crawley at 
mjcrawl@optusnet.com.au  or Anthony Wright at recoainc@gmail.com  or by post to PO Box 4075, McKinnon 
VIC 3204 
 
JULY 2011 
22-24 JULY WINTER RALLY at HOLBROOK NSW � Contact Garry Eyles 0400 405 158    
 
AUGUST 2011 
2  SEQ Mob mid-week coffee run ph Mike 0410 457769 
2 Perth meeting Narrogin Inn Armadale, contact Lindsay Mills, Phone 08 9490 1896 
10  SEQ Mob club meeting, Fitzy�s Tavern Loganholm , 7pm 
21 SEQ Mob monthly ride: Ph Mike 0410457769 
21 Perth ride Narrogin Inn Armadale, contact Lindsay Mills, Phone 08 9490 1896 
 
SEPTEMBER 2011 
6 SEQ Mob mid-week coffee run ph Mike 0410 457769 
6 Perth meeting Narrogin Inn Armadale, contact Lindsay Mills, Phone 08 9490 1896 
9-11  8TH AGM IN TASMANIA 
14  SEQ Mob club meeting, Fitzy�s Tavern Loganholm , 7pm 
18  SEQ Mob monthly ride:. Ph Mike 0410457769 
18 Perth ride Narrogin Inn Armadale, contact Lindsay Mills, Phone 08 9490 1896 
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OCTOBER 2011 
1 Perth meeting Narrogin Inn Armadale, contact Lindsay Mills, Phone 08 9490 1896 
4  SEQ Mob mid-week coffee run ph Mike 0410 457769 
7-9  Sth Highlands Safari (Bundanoon Hotel).  Contact Stewart M or Michael M (NSW) 
12  SEQ Mob club meeting, Fitzy�s Tavern Loganholm, 7pm 
14-16  Spring Rally @ Geehi Rest Area (between Khancoban & Thredbo).  Contact Mal Gillies.  

More details later. 
16  SEQ Mob monthly ride: Ph Mike 0410457769 
20 Perth ride Narrogin Inn Armadale, contact Lindsay Mills, Phone 08 9490 1896 
29-1 NOV VIC MALLEE RALLY, CULGOA, contact Anthony Wright  
 
 
SEPT 9 - 11, 2011 - 8TH AGM IN TASMANIA 
29 Oct -1 Nov - MALLEE RALLY, CULGOA, Vic - contact Anthony Wright 0411 770 225 
2012    MAY JUNE ride to Broken Hill?  
2015 RE-RUN TO HUTT FOR PHR 45TH ANNIVERSARY 
2019 ALICE SPRINGS OR BUST RE-RUN 

 
Brisbane Ride 3rd Sunday of the Month. (ph Mike 0410 457 769) 

Melbourne meeting  Last TUES of month, 8PM, Racecourse Hotel, Caulfield 0411 770 225 

Perth meeting  FIRST TUESDAY Narrogin Inn, Armadale 7.30 PM. 

Sydney meeting  at 7.30 PM first TUES, Newington Hotel, on Stanmore Rd between Petersham and 
Stanmore.  

 

 

RIDE  REPORTS 
 
WA  JUNE RUN from Lindsay 
 
Mike�s classic fitted with a new roller big end, is being ridden smoothly as ever, leading us towards 
the dam through a long series of climbs and turns. 
 
Behind him the Electra exhaust note deepens in tone as Graeme works his way up the hill.  We are 
third in line, our classic torques Ros and me upward.  A quick change to 4th enables us to maintain 
station with Graeme.  Peter on the fuel injected Enfield is some two hundreds astern of me.  
Normally he�s a front runner!  Perhaps he�s got problem s. 
 
We arrive at the cafØ for a drink and a bite to eat.  Peter tells us he has just a few points left on his 
license!  Pete, it�s not done to change lanes over double white lines in front of the Police car, or to 
attract attention to yourself speeding in front of cameras and heavens know what else they caught 
you doing.  You are a very naughty senior, promoting Royal Enfield�s in such a cavalier manner.  
(100 lines please:  �I�m a silly old gumnut�.) 
 
Roll on summer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

RECOAN  No. 74          August 2011 4 

MEMBER OF THE MONTH � CYNTHIA WALKER              
A lot of motor bike riders look back on their early years and remember all the family members or 
friends that were riding motor bikes. I don�t remember any of that. In fact my early memories of 
riding were bad. After I left home my younger brothers got into riding. My brother, Grant left home 
and took his bike to a friend�s place. The friend borrowed my brother�s jacket to test his bike. It was 
a wet Sunday night in Balmain and a taxi pulled out on him and he came off hitting his head on the 
road and severing his spinal column. He was taken to Balmain Hospital and the doctors went to 
work connecting him up to the machines. My family was called as the only identification was 
Grant�s licence. After several hours of bad news being given, my sister asked to see my brother and 
became hysterical saying it wasn�t him. The boy ended up having the machines switched off. My 
mum and dad aged considerably overnight.  Years went by and motorbikes were definitely not on 
the menu. Kids came along and Jane and Brian were both onto us to let them get their motor bike 
licence. Mum won through and these very dangerous vehicles were put on the back burner.  
 
I couldn�t and really didn�t try to stop him when Bruce said he wanted to get another bike as he 
used to ride when he was young. The bike of choice was a Royal Enfield. We had recently moved 
to the Hills and we saw it as a great way to meet new friends. Bruce contacted the Hills Ulysses and 
riding on the back of the Enfield we took our first ride up to Pirate Pete�s to meet others for coffee. 
It was no time at all when Brian came home and said he was now doing Stayupright. With only 1 
bike at the time he completed his L�s on the Royal Enfield and passed it easily (told he had lost the 
least number of points -1). 
 
Now I know that everyone thinks that Bruce�s back is very attractive but after riding many, many 
kilometers it can become very tedious. It was time for Cynthia to put all her doubts behind her and 
to get her licence. It was not as easy as all that. The first indication that it was a mad idea was when 
I was at the RTA and the lady there said why in the bloody hell do I want to do that. The lady at 
Stayupright at Annangrove even said to me why on earth do I want to ride a motorbike. (Remember 
I was a lot heavier then). She was not what I would call a teacher and on the 2nd day she said I had 
to go to Clyde Stayupright the next day to have more braking practice. The man at Clyde asked why 
I was there. I told him for more braking practice. He said I didn�t need it.  Anyway I now had my 

L�s and the Royal Enfield and I 
were set for the open road. Mind 
you, Bruce was having nervous 
twinges having another person 
learning on his precious bike. In 
the 5 months before I had my test 
I learnt one thing: gravel and I 
don�t mix. Brian came around to 
show me how easy it was to do 
the witches hats on the Enfield. 
Ha. Ha. Bruce checked out the 
bike and off I set to Annangrove 
to do the final test.  
 
 
 
 

 
It was still in the morning practice session when I had trouble with the bike. It started to stall every 
time I came to a stop.  The male instructor came over and checked what I was doing as I went 
around the track. The clutch had gone. I had to take the bike off the track and ring Bruce at work. 
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He came, I drove the car and he nursed the bike home. The new clutch cable came and a couple of 
days later I presented myself back for the test and passed. Thank goodness. 
 
 I have now got many kilometres under my belt. I still consider myself as a rider who is still 
learning every time I get on the bike. I had a Kawasaki KLE500. This was a fantastic bike. It really 
gripped the corners and was good on and off the road. The bike was quite tall and after my double 
knee replacement I was having trouble getting off the bike. My next bike was the Sachs. This bike I 
love and you can always hear me saying I will never sell that bike. The Sachs is also good for jokes. 
�I rode my Sachs all the way to Townsville and Bruce had n o Sachs.�  
 
As we do many rides with the Royal Enfield Club Bruce wanted me to also have a Royal Enfield 
bike. He bought me a G5. The 2 bikes are different to ride but quite alright for me. I am not a 
person who likes swapping between bikes all the time. 
 
I watched the Youtube clip that showed fellow Ulyssians riding to Pie in the Sky. They were all 
asked why they ride and the main comment was for the freedom. I would totally agree. The air in 
my face, being totally wrapped up in warm clothes on a cold winter�s day, looking at the open 
countryside as we ride along and the many friendships we form as we travel the roads and 
highways. They mean so much to our lives. 
 
After trying to stop the family from riding those nasty, dangerous motor bikes our whole family has 
their licences. Bruce now has the Enfield Carberry, Brian has his Honda CBR, Jane rides my Sachs 
or Royal Enfield and Douglas has his licence but isn�t riding in the States.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I have been a pillion and sometimes get on the back again behind Bruce. Let me say that I consider 
the job, if you want to call it that, of a pillion is quite hard. Riders may say �What job?� When you 
are sitting behind someone you cannot see the road clearly. This means that corners, holes on the 
road or any other obstacle that needs to be avoided, potholes that if hit cause the pillion pain as they 
are not prepared for it and as they don�t have the same open view in front of them they can become 
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sleepy. This also can cause problems as Bruce knows when the Indian boy on the back of his 
Enfield passed out and fell off. My hat goes off to all pillions. 
 
 How long am I going to ride? I have already had a couple of broken ribs and had two very close 
encounters with trucks which missed me, thank goodness. Strict concentration is necessary at all 
times. I am hoping that when it is time to give up my car licence then the bike licence can go too. 
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The President Writes 
From the Square Office at the Cream House, Baulkham Hills NSW 
 
My new Carberry Enfield was finally registered in late May following the usual fuss caused by 
RTA staff. There was no time to do a test ride because the Cooktown Event was on us. The motor 
was started and run after removing some of the moisture it had been subjected to whilst on the 
trailer in heavy rain getting its Blue slip. 
 
With two and a half weeks on the Cooktown trip and my precious Carberry languishing in my 
garage beside our disabled G5 and Mal Gillies� similarly disabled Electra, I was anxious to get it 
out on the road. On the Monday after returning, some extra bits sent up by Paul Carberry arrived in 
the mail. These needed to be fitted. I also had to pull the forks apart to fit the yoke I�d bought from 
Hitchcock�s. Finally after three days I set out for Wiseman�s Ferry. After some 20 kms I found I 
was sweating trying to hold on, so I turned back for home. Clearly I�d done something wrong with 
the front suspension which felt nearly non-existent. After a few more test rides and much fiddling 
with the front suspension and different grades of fork oil it seemed as if it was sorted. A friend 
reminded me that it was bought as a �hobby� bike.   
 
During all this time I modified a sissy bar I�d bought and fitted the large black sheep skin covered 
seat which some of you may remember being on our Classic Bullet at the first AGMs Cynthia and I 
attended. Now at last I had a bike I could ride. Mind you, the strong steady beat of Paul�s engine 
has never faltered. It starts easily. For some reason I have found the Carberry corners better than 
any bike I have ever owned. I guess it�s the geometry coupled with the pull from all that torque 
which allows you to get on the power so quickly. After our monthly meeting Mike Floyd and I rode 
our Carberrys side by side along Parramatta Road from Leichhardt to Strathfield. It was sensational! 
 
The speedometer is misbehaving and a check with a friend on his bike suggests that it is over-
reading by 12+kms at 60kph to 20+kms at 100kph. I found an electronic bicycle speedo at Aldi for 
$6 which I will fit to keep an eye on things. There�s more to be done yet. 
 
Ride safely.  
Bruce Walker. 
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This article was supplied by Jeff Cole 
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Terry Freeman provided the following article from Classic Motor Cycle, August 1985 


