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Newsletter No 8, June/July 2005.
http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/Royal-Enfield-Club-Australia/

Royal Enfield Australia Club
PO Box 4075, McKinnon VIC 3204.

Email: westbro@hard.net.au

Anthony Wright Phone 0411 770 225 (always include a stamped, self-

addressed envelope with written correspondence).

Newsletter correspondence to Charlie Tizzard: PO Box 2146 Queanbeyan,

NSW 2620 - tizz@elvis.com. Phone: 0500 590001

Hi all and welcome to another newsletter. Thanks to all the last minute contributors

who made this possible. I know I sound like a broken record but I need things sent in to

keep this newsletter going. No matter what country you are from if you have anything to

add, please email it to me. I am after tech tips, stories and news. On that note a big thanks

to Jeff Cole who sent in his travel diary from the last AGM. Part II next edition.

I am glad to say that we have a ride calendar. Anthony has been cooking up a killer ride

for our club birthday. The details have been attached.

As I am writing this newsletter there is news on the web of a 600cc Royal Enfield that

will be going into production in India. An Indian newspaper has said "The company will

come out with a 600cc motorcycle for the export market in 2006-07”. They are also

looking at exporting a 535 model. If I can get pictures of these models you will see them

in the next newsletter.

Cheers, Charlie Tizzard.
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Ride Calendar
Please visit www.aussieenfields.com for updates.
RECOA is invited to hold a rally at Ensay on the weekend of !st and 2

nd
OCT 2005 in conjunction

with the Ensay Centennial Car Run.
Camping at the rec reserve, some powered sites, kitchen, toilets, and free firewood.

Enquiries : Pat Armstrong 03 5157 3378
Entries close 20 AUGUST 2005.
Email: rsyeates@b150.aone.net.au
Write: Ensay Centennial Run Committee
C/- Ron Yeates, 4/156 Bullumwaal Rd, Wy Yung VIC 3875 Ph 03 5152 4059
Organize by the East Gippsland Branch of the Gippsland Historical Automobile Club

This Victorian event, on SAT and SUN 1-2 OCT 2005, commemorates the centenary of the first
car journey from Bairnsdale to Ensay.
Ceremonial departure from Bairnsdale on Saturday for the 75-km journey to Ensay, on the scenic
Great Alpine Rd.
Display at Ensay, Saturday afternoon.
Commemoration Dinner, At Bairnsdale, Saturday evening.
Display at Bairnsdale on Sunday morning.

The third birthday run of the RECOA will occur from FRI, 28 OCT to TUES 1
NOV, 2005.
A ride from Queanbeyan, NSW, to SEYMOUR, VIC, arriving on FRI, 28th
OCT will occur, followed by a long w/e of riding in VIC.

Day 1--Queanbeyan to Albury--230km approx THU 27 OCT

Day 2--Albury to Seymore--230km approx FRI 28 OCT

Day 3--Seymore to Stawell--280km approx SAT 29 OCT

Day 4--Stawell to Lorne--387km approx SUN 30 OCT

Day 5--Lorne to Seymore--375km approx MON 31 NOV

Day 6--Seymore to Albury--230km approx TUE 1 NOV

Day 7--Albury to Queanbeyan--230km approx WED 2 NOV

Its important that we plan to succeed and not plan to fail. Remember also

that on an event such as this if it can happen it more than likely will, so

we have to have some time up our sleeve.

TUES 1 NOV: Northern riders head to Albury; southern riders back to
Melbourne.
(VJ organizing some cabins or whatever)

FRI 28 OCT: Stay at Highlands Caravan Park Seymour.
CABIN  DETAILS

$75.00 C13 Deluxe Ensuite with 2 Bedrooms Queen Bed 2 single bunks
$75.00 C12 Deluxe Ensuite with 2 Bedrooms Queen Bed 2 single bunks
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$60.00 C11 Ensuite Cabin with  2 bedrooms Double Bed Triple bunks
$55.00 C10 Ensuite Cabin Studio setting Double Bed Divan Couch
$55.00 C9 Ensuite Cabin (curtains to divide areas) Double Bed 4 single bunks
$55.00 C8 Ensuite Cabin (curtains to divide areas) Double Bed 2 single bunks
$60.00 C7 Ensuite Cabin with 2 Bedrooms Double Bed Triple bunks &
Divan
$60.00 C6 Ensuite Cabin with 2 Bedrooms Double Bed Triple bunks &
Divan
$50.00 C5 Cabin with External Ensuite Double Bed 4 Single Bunks
$50.00 C4 Cabin with External Ensuite Double Bed 2 Single Bunks & Divan
$45.00 C1 Standard Cabin (No Ensuite) Double Bed 4 Single Bunks
$45.00 C2 Standard Cabin (No Ensuite) Double Bed 4 Single Bunks
All cabins are fully equipped with cooking equipment crockery cutlery etc., stoves vary from full stoves, 2 burners and grill
or 4 burner cook top. All cabins have microwaves and TVs. Heating and cooling(air conditioning) is also provided.
We have a pleasantly shaded park with undercover gas BBQ, Portable wood burners/BBQ, a large swimming pool and
there is a grassed play area for ball games etc. We hope our Kiosk will be operational by 2006.
The Goulburn River is a short 300m walk from our park along with popular picnic areas and fishing spots. Also within
easy walking distance is the shopping centre, restaurants, hotels and takeaway food places.

Tariffs for Highlands Caravan Park
2004/2005

Deluxe Ensuite (2 B/room) $75.00 Per Double/Night
Ensuite Cabin (2 B/room) $60.00 Per Double/Night
Ensuite Cabin (Open area) $55.00 Per Double/Night
External Ensuite Cabin $50.00 Per Double/Night
Standard Cabin $45.00 Per Double/Night
On-Site Van $35.00 Per Double/Night
Extra Adult (17 plus) $10.00 Per Night
Extra Child (3-16yrs) $ 5.00 Per Night
Linen Hire $10.00 Per Bed per stay
Powered Site $20.00 Per Double/Night
Unpowered Site $16.00 Per Double/Night
Extra Adult (17 plus) $ 8.00 Per Night
Extra Child (3-16yrs) $ 4.00 Per Night

MON 31 OCT Stay at Highlands Caravan Park Seymour

At this stage, I believe Fred Garland, William Rice, Charlie Tizzard, Mick &
Helen Newton, Anthony Wright, are coming along.
Please confirm with me if you are coming, and if any others are coming.
The Saturday night will be at Stawell.

The RECOA has been invited to a rally at Paddy's River Falls,

Tumbarumba, on 3rd and 4th DEC, 2005. Motels, Hotels, Caravan Parks,

Petrol, Shops.

This is a British Motorcycle rally, no cars.

ENTRY FEE: PRE-PAID: $12.00

at gate: $15.00

TUMBARUMBA is half way between SYD & MEL, and there are lots of good

roads near there.

This will be one month after our 3rd Birthday BASH!

The third AGM of the Royal Enfield Club of Australia will be held in
Queanbeyan, NSW, on FEB 17,18,19, 2006.

Craig’s new old Model J.
Restoration of a Model J

Well, before I even start this I would like to thank you, each and every
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one, for accepting me into the fold. I have very limited experience in

relation to vintage bikes, having spent my youth riding YZ80s, my adolescent

years on dirt trail bikes, my early adult life chasing stupid speeds on GPZs

etc and from there back to the more sedate DT,s for a bit of road/off road.

I have restored a couple of 58 Holden's but never a bike.

My original quest was for a 64 anything British, to match my age -21. Found

Plenty already restored, couldn't find a basket case to save my life! So I

kept looking and came across the Indian Enfield Bullet. While the style

matched what I was looking for in a bike it was still too new for me. I was

looking for a project - I found her in the Trading Post - let her go a week

or so, even after negotiations paid the asking price. Needless to say I make

my living out of negotiating construction projects and still couldn't have a

win.

I have been told the bike is a 47 J. The forks and front guar4d are not from

this era; however, as a transitional model who knows what was original? A J

with a 350 Bullet front guard - no doubts it existed. Not recorded though.

My initial research indicates that the donk is probably 47 or 48 the frame

number 1111, could be of an earlier vintage. Chasing the details through the

Enfield Owners Club.

So what about the canvas. I've have been

advised that the donk and box has

been refurbished, and looking at the quality of

works that are visible I have no need to doubt

their integrity. The key to success in this area is

preparation. My brother is a spray painter so I

was going to opt for the black finish of the era,

Needless to say the tank is supposed to be

chrome plated with a couple of Enfield transfers

on the side.

No worries there. Preparation is the key to any

project - construction, materiel, chrome plating,

etc.. My tank comes with a small dent and needs

some attention in relation to this issue.

Fortunately for me I learnt to

solder, high test anyway, during my apprenticeship, So my plan is to prepare the tank to take the chrome

plating of the era. The prep will save greater that 50% of the price so should not be discounted. I am also

looking into establishing a small scale chroming capability from home.

I look forward to your advice on the way ahead.

Cheers,

Craig and Kerstin Jolly

M 0408 489 690

ckjolly@bigpond.net.au
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Electrical trouble-shooting with Kevin Mahoney from

Classic Motorworks. www.classicmotorworks.com.

Some cheap and dirty electrical troubleshooting tricks for the
Royal Enfield

1. The biggest single complaint that I hear from customers is that the battery has gone flat.

First check the fuse that is located in the left hand toolbox. If the bike runs, the fuse is good,

if it won’t start and the lights don’t work it may be bad.

One of the next places to check is the battery itself. Is the electrolyte full, Are the connections

clean, and most importantly is it fully charged. A fully charged battery should show 13.2

volts. It also should remain between 12 volts and 13.2 when it has a load on it. A battery can

look good by itself, but when you load it electrically it isn’t up to the job. The Enfield voltage

regulator won’t allow charging at voltages much below 10volts. In this situation the Enfield is

designed it so that if you un-plug the voltage regulator, the battery will charge. This is very

short term “get you home” solution as overcharging is a distinct possibility.

A word about motorcycle batteries, (this is strictly my opinion, so believe what you will) As

far as wet-cell motorcycle batteries are concerned, they are ALL junk. It doesn’t seem to

matter if you pay a little or a lot. There is a good case to be made for replacing your battery

every year. (I don’t, but I maintain my batteries). Because they are small, are subjected to

vibration, and are most often not maintained, they fail much more quickly than even the

cheapest automobile battery. I won’t get into battery care at this point but be aware of its

importance.

1. Assuming you have determined that the battery is good, here is what you should see

when the bike is running. If it is a pre-1999 ½ bike the ammeter should be into the

“green” or positive charging area at 2,000 or higher. After running for some time it will

go toward the center of the gauge, but still should show a charge. If it stays in the middle

or is in the red, you have a charging problem. On later bikes you should see some

positive charge but not much unless the battery is low. You are either getting no charge

(the most common situation) or not enough charge. Most of the pre 1999-½ bikes will not

charge unless the key is in the second “on” position. In the newer bikes there is only one

“on” position. We now start with the alternator. A quick and dirty check of the alternator

is to disconnect each lead and then quickly touch them to a ground such as the engine.

This must be done with the engine running. (Don’t do something stupid like use the fuel

tap as a ground). In general if they all spark the alternator is OK. There are specific specs

in the book, but I’m looking for quick and dirty. Reattach the alternator leads making

sure that you connect the correct wire with the correct wire and that they are solidly

connected. In some pre-1999 ½ bikes one color of wire doesn’t necessarily connect to the

same color of wire on the opposite side of the connectors. Please make sure you put them

together the way they came apart, or better yet, the way the manual shows.

Next we go to the key switch in the nacelle. The key switch in pre 1999 ½ bikes seems to fail

more frequently than later models. It may seem like we are jumping all over the bike, but I

am leading you to the most frequent and EASIEST things first. With the bike running, try

moving the key switch on and off quickly and see if it starts charging, even for a minute. If

so, you’ve found the problem. If not, with the engine still running, stick your hand inside the

nacelle in the headlight area and shake the wires around, again looking for indications of

charging. If that works at least you’ve narrowed it down. You then remove the headlight and

keep at it until you find your bad connection.

If you still are nowhere, go back to the key switch and disconnect the group of wires that
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come from it. Carefully inspect each of the male and female spades inside the connector.

Sometimes when they are snapped together one of the spades “pushes back” a little bit and

disconnects or is a bad connection. I find that the blue wire is often, but not always the

culprit. Put the connector back together and just to be sure, use an ohmmeter or test lamp to

verify continuity through this connector.

Now we have to take the seat off to gain access to the regulator/rectifier. Again check the

connections to the regulator and rectifier the way we did at the key switch. After this the only

things we haven’t checked are the regulator and rectifier themselves and the ammeter. As a

rule of thumb if the ammeter moves (and it should at least move � way into the red when the

key is on and the points are closed) it is ok. You can test the rectifier by testing it for

continuity. The workshop manual is you best guide here.

By disconnecting it, you can test the regulator. If the bike charges with the regulator

disconnected, it is bad. (I have never replaced one yet, it is usually the rectifier).

This should cure 99% of the charging problems

The next areas are simpler. They are either lighting problems or ignition problems.
1. Lighting problems

One of the most common lighting problems has to do with bad grounding. The bulk of the

ground connections are either right behind your battery or on the lower, inside of the rear

fender. There are several ground wires connected together at the same terminal on the frame

right behind the battery. These are the grounds for most of the bike. The ground wire on the

inner rear fender is for the rear lights. The pilot lights in the nacelle ground themselves.

Cleaning and retightening these grounds can fix a multitude of “mystery and inte rmittent”

problems. If the pilot lights are dim, intermittent, or don’t work, the cause is almost always a

bad ground. If you remove one of their sockets, you will find that the socket grounds to the

nacelle opening. You will also notice that the opening was painted during the manufacturing

process. Scrape or sand away some the paint and you will find your pilot lights work well.

If you have a newer bike and it blows headlights, the small voltage regulator under the seat is

faulty. It grounds to the bar it is attached to under the seat. If it not grounded properly it will

appear to be faulty. So check the ground before you replace the part.

Ignition problems

These are usually noticed when the bike won’t start. The first thing to do is to make sure that

the “kill switch” is in the run position. Don’t laugh; I’ve made this mistake more than once. If

that isn’t it, check the fuse and the fuse holder. If while gently kicking over the engine, the

ammeter is moving back and forth when the points open and close, it is likely that you have

power to the coil. If the run switch is turned off, the ammeter will not react at all. The last

thing is to remove the spark plug, ground it and then kick the bike over. If you have a spark

your problem is elsewhere. If not, you will have to check each of the components for

continuity individually. The goal is to get voltage to the positive side of the coil. If you have

voltage there but no spark, the odds are very high that the points have either closed, or are

dirty.

This is certainly not a scientific approach to solving our problems, but I have found that it 

works. Simple is better. If you get stuck, please give us a call at

(0011 +1) 800-201-7472

Kevin Mahoney

Ray and Jeff’s Bogus Adventure

On February 26, 2005 Ray and Jeff set out to ride from Alice Springs to Canberra to attend the

Royal Enfield Club of Australia and Ulysses AGMs. This is Jeff’s account of the journey.
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Saturday 26 February, 538 km. After about 10m months of planning the day had finally

arrived for Ray and me to set forth on a motorcycle adventure. Now Ray is no stranger to long

distance touring on his 1999 350 Bullet, but the furthest I had been on my 1995 500 was a 180

km round trip for lunch at Jim’s Place down the track.

I arrived at Ray’s bright and early and we left � not so early. We rode 201 km to Erldunda where

we refuelled. The day was already very warm, and destined to get to the low 40 s (Centigrade).

The next stop was for a drink at Kulgera (the last stop before the South Australian/Northern

Territory border. We didn’t refuel, which, in retrospect, we should have.

The next fuel stop was 254 km away at Marla. Our planned overnight stop was at Cadney Park, a

further 81 km away, where we had a feed at the Roadhouse and rolled out our sleeping bags out

on the lawn of the camping ground.

From Alice Springs to the next place of any consequence, Port Augusta, is about 1100 km. I was

reminded of a passage from Robert Pirsig’s “Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance

Memories of car trips across them are always of flatness and great emptiness as far

as you can see, extreme monotony and boredom as you drive for hour after hour,

getting nowhere, wondering how long this is going to last without a turn in the

road, without a change in the land going on and on to the horizon. (Ch2)

I think this is true of a car journey, however we were travelling at Bullet speed so we were able to

observe subtle changes in the road, the landscape and the vegetation.
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Sunday 27 February, 700 km. We were up with the birds, literally, had some breakfast,

refuelled and hit the road again with our next fuel stop Coober Pedy, 153 km away. Coober Pedy

is an opal mining town which is surrounded by an undulating, treeless plain. The plain is pock-

marked with opal mines beside which are hills of “mullock”, or the spoil from the mines. The

whole area looks like a scene from a second rate Sci-Fi movie set on an alien planet.

The next stage was 253

km to Glendambo, then

113 km to Pimba. Pimba

is at the turn off to

Woomera, the rocket

testing site where Blue

Steak missiles were

tested. We were stopping

about every 80 km for a

break.

It was still 178 km to our

next overnight stop, Port

Augusta, and it was

getting late so we did the

last 3 hours in the dark.

Monday 28 February, 407 km. We refuelled and had breakfast. Our plan was to turn south-

east to Renmark, but Ray decided that it would be nice to visit the Birdwood Motor Museum via

the Chain of Ponds Road so we headed south via Horrocks Pass, Gladstone, Clare (fuel), Gawler,

and Williamstown.

Horrocks Pass is a winding hill pass and was very welcome after 2 days of the “straight” Stuart

Highway. After Horrocks Pass the road passes through some pretty country towns (more later)

however the roads are fairly ordinary with sweeping curves and low hills passing through sheep

country. From Williamstown to Birdwood the road was good with fast corners and slight hills.

When we arrived in Birdwood the museum was about to close so we found a Bed & Breakfast

(the only accommodation in Birdwood) and had a feed at the pub.

Tuesday 1 March, 313 km. We were at the motor museum at opening time and spent about 1.5

hours mainly looking at the bikes of which there are some beautiful examples.

We then rode to Murray

Bridge where Ray got a new

main jet. While we were in

the bike shop a strong wind

came up. The wind became

gusty and stayed with us all

day. Between Murray Bridge

and Tailem Bend the wind

was from the left but when
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we turned east towards Pinnaroo it became a tail wind. Riding was uncomfortable with the wind

buffeting us, and when trucks passed it was like hitting a wall of feathers; the bike would slow

considerably and would be buffeted around. Trucks overtaking would suck us along with them

so we would have to back right off the throttle so they could pull back in.

There was dust blowing across the road from the ploughed paddocks and at one stage visibility

was down to 150 m.

We stopped in Ouyen in a cabin in a caravan park. The owner bought out two pieces of wood

and placed them under our side stands because the ground was sandy.

Wednesday 2 March, 554 km. The ride from Ouyen to Piangil was like the Tailem Bend to

Ouyen stretch � boring sheep & grain country. The road surface was good but fairly straight.

From Piangil we turned south-east to Swan Hill and Echuca then “east” to Cobram where we

took the back road through Mulwala to Corowa. The Mulwala to Corowa road was interesting

and a pleasant ride.

At Corowa VJ met us and took us to his home where he had offered us a bed. Ray wanted to

visit an old friend in Albury so we continued on, getting the Albury after dark.

Thursday 3 March, 290 km. We met up with VJ (late � us, not him), bought a bit of tucker,

fuelled up and headed for the Snowy Mountains via Corryong and Khancoban. We had intended

to go via Hume Weir however when we got there the bridge was closed for road works. We

detoured to Tallangatta where Ray suggested we could get back on to our original route travelling

through Bethanga. So off we headed along a good winding, hilly road. It soon turned to dirt,

which Ray had “forgotten about”.

VJ had said he was not too confident on corners so I was a bit concerned about his reaction to

dirt. We stopped for a photo opportunity and VJ seemed relaxed so I relaxed too. We made it

back to the Hume Weir bridge about 1.5 hours after leaving it. If we had waited 20 minutes on

the other side the bridge would have been open for an hour and we would have been 1 hour

further down the road. However we would have missed some good winding, hilly dirt and

bitumen.

We got back onto the Murray Valley Highway and travelled through Walwa and Tintaldra and on

to Khancoban where we had a feed and fuelled up. 

We then rode along the

Alpine Way, a good road

with hills and sweeping

bends to Geehi, a beautiful,

peaceful place where we

camped in the hut. I would

love to go back and spend a

couple of days.
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Friday 4 March, 272 km. I didn’t want to leave Geehi, but we had an appointment to meet

Leon in Adaminaby at 11.00.

The Alpine Way is a fantastic bike road, however a 350 Bullet is a bit underpowered for the hills

and Ray had to keep the engine on the boil. I wished I had a 5 speed gearbox as I always seemed

to be in the wrong gear. Something between 3 and 4 would have been useful. VJ’s 5 speed

seemed to handle the hills better than my 4 speed.

The road surface is smooth and wide and there are plenty of challenging sweeping corners and

hills, especially between Geehi and Thredbo. A little after Thredbo the bends become more

open.

We made it to Adaminaby only 2 hours late to find Leon awash with coffee. We fed, fuelled and

photographed before Leon led us along a back road through Shannon’s Flat and Tharwa. About

half of this was good dirt.

VJ’s bike started to missing and

generally playing up. It was like

a fuel blockage. In Adaminaby

he had borrowed an air hose and

blown back through the tap.

Several times we had shaken the

bike and laid it over to the left.

Each time the bike started and ran

fine for a while. Along the dirt



11

the bike stopped and wouldn’t start again. We checked all of the usual things – tappets, points,

kill switch etc and finally it started. VJ took off like the wind and really seemed to be enjoying

himself, or perhaps he was trying to get as far as possible before it stopped again.

After a great run we reached – TRAFFIC. A multi-lane, constant stream of cars and the

occasional bike. And this wasn’t even peak hour. We followed Leon through umpteen round -

abouts. At one there was a young woman who had been knocked off her motorcycle.

Somewhere among all of this traffic VJ headed towards Queanbeyan while the rest of us went to

Leon’s where Ray and I had been invited to stay for the duration of our time in

Canberra/Queanbeyan. We were only going to stay for the weekend as we were booked to camp

at EPIC for the Ulysses AGM.

Those of you who were at the RECOA AGM know the story, those who weren’t there – tough

luck. Just kidding. I’ll give you a potted history.

We all met at the?? Motel in Queanbeyan where there was a great collection of Royal Enfields of

various ages and models. Two that most interested me were the Carberry and the Electra X. Roy

had excellent examples of a Constellation and a Crusader and Graham had his Bullet and Cosy

sidecar. I can’t remember all of the others, but two were notable by their absence Ray’s and

mine. We were a bit sick of bikes by that stage.

We then walked to the

Central CafØ. If you are

ever visiting Queanbeyan

DO NOT go to the Central

CafØ unless you want to be

served the largest meals

imaginable. The meals

were obscenely large. I

think only Laurie finished

his feed – the super sized

mixed grill. That meal

alone would have fed an

Indian family for a week.

Some members hit the pub

while others drifted off to�

bed?

Saturday 5 March. After knocking the worst dirt off the bikes at the car wash, Leon, Ray and I

rode to Queanbeyan to meet up with the others for a ride through the countryside ( and cityside)

to Tidbinbilla. During the early hours of the morning a cold change moved through the area and

the day was cold, overcast and wet.
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I found it hard to really

enjoy the ride as I was cold

and damp (forgot to bring

the rain suit from Leon’s).

While the others returned to

Queanbeyan Leon, Ray and

I returned to Canberra.

Unbeknown to us Graham

unloaded the Electra X and

those that desired had a

ride. Now, one of the

things that I would have

loved to do on this trip was

to test the Electra X, so I

was disappointed to miss

out. However, I am expecting a call from Graham any day now asking me to take it on a long

distance ride and report on its touring capabilities.

Saturday night was THE AGM, really a get together where a bunch if like-minded people could

get together and tell lies. The AGM was in the Masonic Hall where Charlie and his family had

done a fantastic job to put on a feed that rivalled the Central Caf�. No, not true, the Central Caf�

didn’t serve Charlie’s home brew, so AGM dinner 1, Central Caf� 0.

There was a prize giving with various categories (Ray and I got longest distance travelled for

which we each received a trophy and a calendar and book from Graham – thanks Graham).

There were also door prizes donated by Kevin Mahony at Classic Motorworks – thanks Kevin.

Leon, Ray and I made it an early night, but I suspect some others might have sampled many

bottles of the home brew.

Thanks to Charlie’s family for a fantastic night.

Sunday 6 March. Ray and I opted for a quiet Sunday to let the aching muscles recover. We did

some sight-seeing of Canberra with Leon and Lindy. Thanks Leon, Lindy, Katie and Jessica for

showing us some of your city and for your hospitality.

Somewhere during our stay Ray and I did an oil change and chain adjustment. We

checked/adjusted our tappets about every second day, sometimes twice a day.

Monday 7 March. Today was the start of the Ulysses AGM at Exhibition Park in Canberra

(EPIC) and it started bloody cold – about 1
o

C.

Ray and I said our farewells to the Downs and rode the short distance to EPIC where we joined a

registration queue about 100 m long. It was a long time since I had seen so many bikes and

riders in one place.

We rode around EPIC till we found a likely place to pitch our tents.
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After making camp we went
for a walk around the venue.
We did some shopping at the
Ulysses stand and had a look at
the demo bikes. There were
probably 60 bikes that were
available for the demo rides
starting tomorrow.

After a dinner cooked on 2
petrol pressure stoves we
wandered around and met some
of the Ulysses forum members.

Tuesday 8 March. After an
early breakfast we went and had
a look at the retail stands to see

what bargains were to be had. Then we decided to walk to Dickson shopping centre, which we
were told was a 5 minute ride or a 20 minute walk. It turned out to be longer than we had
anticipated, so we caught the bus back.

While Ray was taking some demo rides I decided to walk to the nearest bike shop (Action MC)
but was warned it was a long way. After the morning experience I decided to ride.

In Alice we have 3 bike shops, however they do not carry a large range of riding gear, and what
they do have is mostly off-road, so I was out to shop. I tried some jackets, bootsand helmets but
thought I should have a look at some other shops. Bruce and Cynthia Walker were there and
were going to Gecko in Fishwyck so I followed. I bought an Rjays jacket.

Wednesday 9 March. Ray went test riding again and I went to try some Rossi boots (which
didn't fit). I went  back to Action and got Daytona boots.

We left our bikes with Mike Ferris (Ferris Wheels) as a display for his stand.

Thursday 10 March. I booked in for a ride on the Honda Deauville (a 650 in-line V twin
medium sized tourer that had caught my eye in a magazine). We killed timeby bussing to
Dickson shops and then wandering around EPIC until my ride. The Deauville was nicebut was
missing something, or perhaps it had something too much ± 1 cylinder.

Friday 11 March. Ray and I rode to Fishwyck to the MC shops, but we didn't find anything we
wanted. We rode up to the lookout on Black Mountain. To see the view requires a $4.50
elevator ride to the viewing platform and to get a cup of coffee you have togo to the viewing
platform.

From Black Mountain we rode to the Belconnon shopping centre. It took nearly 3 hours to
wander around 2 floors and have a coffee. On the way back to EPIC Ray decided he wanted to
see the zoo and aquarium so we found our way there for a bit of a quick look because it was
getting late.


